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Despegando hacia la lectura® is an award-winning, 
highly flexible classroom resource that scaffolds 
students from shared reading to small group reading 
and ultimately to independence through best 
teaching practice and a solid grounding in reading 
research.

Despegando hacia la lectura® supports the 
systematic development of reading strategies and 
skills in students. At its early stages, it focuses on 
the key interrelated elements of beginning reading 
texts which scaffold early literacy success: key 
vocabulary, high-frequency words, text complexity, 
phonics, fluency and comprehension, the links 
between reading and writing, and assessment  
for instruction. 

Despegando's paired narrative and informational 
texts, which are linked by tightly connected ideas, 
work as paired texts should; reading one text 
enhances understanding of the other. Experience the 
difference that the Power of the Pair® can make in 
your students' reading achievements!

Shown: Transitional Reading Stage
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Experience The Power of the Pair®

To watch real teaching in 
classrooms, subscribe to our 
YouTube Channel today!

Search “Okapi Educational 
Publishing” on YouTube, or scan 
the QRC at left.

Despegando hacia la lectura's compelling paired-text 
structure provides countless opportunities for students to 
make connections while thinking and talking their way 
purposefully through texts.
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★ Despegando's text pairs work together as paired texts are meant to 
work—building knowledge around the same big idea—resulting in 
greater understanding of each topic.

★ Despegando pairs informational texts with narrative texts, laying the 
groundwork early for success in the upper grades.

★ Despegando's variety of text types require students to develop a range 
of reading strategies, while increasing the authenticity of their writing. 

★ Despegando books are never written to a template, and the strength of 
the authorship shines through in every title.

★ Despegando's emphasis on high-frequency words and academic 
vocabulary (each pair introduces and/or reinforces the same set of 
words) ensures your students are encountering vocabulary in different 
sentence structures and contexts.

★ Despegando offers unmatched teaching support, with a laminated lesson 
plan for every pair, plus extensive other tools—including a Running 
Record for every pair—available at no cost online.

★ Despegando provides National Learning Standards on every lesson plan 
card, assuring your teaching is tied to outcomes.

★ Despegando's readability measurements are available for every title, 
providing you with reliable guided reading levels, DRA levels,  
and Lexiles. 

★ Despegando's boxed classroom sets include Take-Home Books,  
providing avenues for parental involvement and an extension of small-
group learning.

★ Despegando is matched title-for-title by its sister program, Flying Start to 
Literacy™, ensuring equity for dual-language instruction.

★ Despegando augments Tier 1 instruction through differentiated small-
group learning, but can also be used effectively for Tier 2 RtI, Reading 
Recovery, Title I, and supplemental services.

★ Despegando is manufactured to the highest specifications; the paper, 
binding, and lamination will hold up through repeated use. 

★ Despegando is teacher-developed and field tested with real students 
prior to publication.

Why Despegando hacia la lectura® Should Be Your Choice for Small Group Instruction

Experience The Power of the Pair®

Request a free sample or download our catalog at myokapi.com
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2 Order today! 866.652.7436 or fax 800.481.5499

★ Sturdy, laminated cards with seven folding panels
★ Unambiguous, full-color photographs introduce 

key vocabulary words
★ Reverse side of each card 

provides a variety of suggestions 
for introducing and reusing  
new words

Program Components

Paired Books | Levels A–V 

Paired Books connect meaningful information and appealing narratives,  
and engage learners with content-rich reading .

Lesson Plan Cards | Shared Reading + Levels A–V 

Lesson Plan Cards deliver explicit, systematic instruction with  
diagnostic support built in .

★ Before-, During-, and 
After- Reading activities

★ Full spectrum of 
foundational instruction 
with ongoing assessment

★ Synthesizing activities to 
reinforce key concepts in 
each pair of texts

Perspectivas | Levels N–V 

Perspectivas - point of view texts - are teamed with the paired books 
to create a dynamic, three-book 
concept set . 

Lesson Plans are provided for 
each Perspectivas title, setting 
the stage for exciting classroom 
conversations and writing .

Evaluación
¿Puede el estudiante encontrar información en el texto? 
¿Puede el estudiante ordenar los eventos?

El ciclo de vida de un cisne

Utiliza el libro Los polluelos de cisne como ayuda para completar esta actividad. Recorta cada 
descripción de eventos que ves a continuación y pégalas según corresponda en el diagrama.

Los cisnes llegan al pantano. Los cisnes dejan el pantano.

Los cisnes hacen un nido. Los cisnes ponen huevos.

Los polluelos rompen el cascarón. Las plumas de los cisnes se vuelven blancas.

    ✂

Invierno

Verano

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans La limpieza de nuestro pantano / Los polluelos de cisne © 2015–2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Hojas para fotocopiar

1.  En una hoja grande de papel, dibuja un pantano. 

2.  Piensa en cómo deben comportarse las personas cuando visitan 
un pantano para que este se mantenga limpio. 

3.  Escribe, dibuja o haz símbolos en las señales que ves a  
continuación para informar a las personas acerca de lo que deben 
y de lo que no deben hacer cuando visitan un pantano. 

4. Recorta las señales y pégalas en tu dibujo.

Hagamos carteles

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans La limpieza de nuestro pantano / Los polluelos de cisne © 2015–2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.
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Lesson 1 La limpieza de nuestro pantano

Before reading

Getting ready to read
Support the students in activating their prior knowledge. 
Show the students pictures of wetlands from a book or 
the Internet. Ask: ¿Qué es un pantano? ¿Qué tipo de plantas 
encontraríamos en un pantano? ¿Qué animales pueden vivir allí?

Vocabulary building
Write on blank cards the names of the plants and animals 
that belong in the wetland described in the book (patos, 
plantas acuáticas, pelícanos, árboles, juncos, cisnes, ranas, insectos, 
nenúfares, hierbas, arbustos, flores etc). Students could sort 
these words into two groups – plants and animals. 

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of La limpieza de nuestro pantano
and have them read the title. Say: En este libro, un grupo de 
niños limpia el pantano local. Un pantano puede ser un humedal, 
una laguna o un área en algunas partes de las márgenes de un río. 
Have the students think and talk about the book, noting 
how the information is presented. For example, on pages 
9 and 10 you could say: El título indica “Semana 3”. Miren las 
fotografías. ¿Qué hicieron los niños durante la semana 3? ¿Qué 
pueden ver en la parte inferior de la página 10? ¿Qué información 
incluye la autora aquí? ¿Cómo se vincula la información de las dos 
páginas?

During reading
Ask each student to read the text independently. Monitor 
the students as they read and support them where 
appropriate. If necessary, ask the students to stop reading 
and remind them to use the reading strategies you are 
focused on. For example, check that students can recall the 
sequence of events in a personal narrative. Ask: ¿Qué decisión 
tomaron los niños al comienzo del libro? ¿Qué hicieron después? 
¿Cómo terminó el libro?

After reading

Talking about the book
Have the students talk about the book. Promote discussion 
by choosing questions that are appropriate for your 
students. Ask them to support their thinking by referring 
to the photographs and the text in the book.
¿Cómo comprobaron los niños que el agua estaba limpia? (Literal)
¿Qué es lo que tuvieron que averiguar antes de plantar plantas 
nuevas? ¿Por qué esto era importante? (Inferential)
¿Qué aspecto podría tener el pantano dentro de un año? 
(Synthesizing)
¿Podrían los niños haber hecho esto solos? Expliquen. (Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Encourage students to identify what they did to help 
themselves as readers. Ask: Menciona algunas de las cosas que 
hiciste que te ayudaron a entender este libro. ¿Qué estrategias 
usaste? If appropriate, comment on how well the students 
recognized the sequence in this personal narrative. Say: 
Observé que pudiste hablar del orden en el que los niños cambiaron 
el pantano.

Reading comprehension support

•  Clear photograph and text match.
•  A pictorial summary links each week.

Key concepts

•   An animal’s habitat has everything 
required to meet its needs.

•   If a habitat becomes polluted, many 
animals and plants are affected.

Lesson 2 Los polluelos de cisneLesson 1 La limpieza de nuestro pantano

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to reread 
and interact with the book – with teacher support, with 
a partner, and independently. Choose activities that are 
appropriate for your students.

Developing fluency
Students could work in small groups to practice reading 
the book. One student could be the narrator and read the 
book while the other students act out what is being read. 
Students could change roles. 

Word work 
Phonics
Write the word acuáticas on the board. Talk about the 
meaning of the word and its relationship to the word agua. 
Explain that the vowels “ua” found in this word form a 
“diptongo” (diphthong). Review what a diphthong is. Show 
the students the correct pronunciation of this word (both 
vowels pronounced in the same syllable). Ask students to 
locate other “ua” diphthongs in the text (cuando, cuanto).

Exploring words
Refer back to the list of words made during the Vocabulary 
building section. Ask students to choose three of the words 
from the list to draw and label. Encourage students to refer 
to the book to make their illustrations accurate.

Writing
Ask: ¿Qué es un pantano? Discuss. Students could then write 
a response to this question. Encourage them to use the 
book as a reference.

Sharing and presenting
Students could read their written responses to the group.

Before reading

Getting ready to read
Support the students in activating their prior knowledge. 
Show the students a picture of a swan from Los polluelos de 
cisne. Ask: ¿Qué saben acerca de los cisnes? Listen to the students’ 
responses and, if necessary, provide some background 
knowledge. Say: Los cisnes son aves que viven cerca del agua. Son 
buenos nadadores y pueden sumergirse en el agua. Usan sus largos 
cuellos y sus picos fuertes para encontrar alimento en el agua. Students 
could look through bird books to see more pictures of swans.

Vocabulary building
Students could work with a partner to brainstorm a list of 
words related to swans (pico, plumas, nido, huevos, nadar, graznido 
etc). Invite students to share their words with the group.

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of Los polluelos de cisne and have the 
students read the title. Ask the students to think and talk 
about the book so that they become familiar with the story. 
Ask questions to generate students’ thinking. For example, 
on pages 4 and 5 you could say: Es el final del invierno, y estos 
cisnes acaban de llegar al pantano. ¿Por qué creen que han ido allí? 
If necessary, support the students’ understanding of the life 
cycle of birds by saying: Las aves ponen huevos, y sus bebés nacen 
de los huevos. Algunas aves, ¿en dónde ponen los huevos? ¿Cómo se 
aseguran de que sus huevos estén a salvo? Los cisnes ponen huevos. 
Hacen un nido en el medio del agua, de modo que sus huevos estén  
a salvo de animales, como los zorros, que se los podrían comer.

During reading
As each student reads the text independently, monitor and 
support them where appropriate. Can students talk about 
the main events in the story? Say: Los buenos lectores pueden 
recordar los acontecimientos importantes de la historia. Al resumir 
una historia, solamente se narran estos acontecimientos importantes. 
En esta historia, ¿qué acontecimientos son importantes?

Lesson 2 Los polluelos de cisne

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to reread 
and interact with the book – with teacher support, with 
a partner, and independently. Choose activities that are 
appropriate for your students.

Developing fluency
Pairs of students could work with each other. One student 
could read the book, concentrating on making his/her 
reading clear and smooth. The other student could then 
give an oral recount of the story. Students could then 
change roles.

Word work 
Phonics
Make a chart like the one shown below:

ce     ci ca     co     cu

necesitaban
cisne

cascara
blanco
cuello

Discuss the two different sounds of letter “c”: The hard 
sound /k/ spelled “ca”, “co”, “cu”; and the soft sound /s/ 
spelled “ce” and “ci”. Read the words with the students. Ask 
them to reread the text looking for other examples and add 
them to the chart.

Exploring words
Students could draw a picture of a swan’s nest and use words 
from the book (e.g. huevos, juncos, mamá cisne, agua) to label it.

Writing
Students could fold a long strip of paper into six squares 
and use each square to write and draw the main events from 
the story in order (e.g. Los cisnes llegan al pantano; Los cisnes 
hacen un nido; Los polluelos rompen el cascarón; La mamá cisne salva 
a su bebé del zorro; Los cisnes crecen; Los cisnes dejan el pantano).

Sharing and presenting
Students could take turns talking about their drawings and 
descriptions of the main events in the story.

After reading

Talking about the book
Have the students talk about the book. Promote discussion 
by choosing questions that are appropriate for your 
students. Ask them to support their thinking by referring to 
the illustrations and the text in the book.
¿Quién veía cómo los cisnes construían su nido? (Literal)
¿Por qué este pantano era un buen hogar para los cisnes? 
(Inferential)
Si se contaminara este pantano, ¿qué podría pasarles a las plantas y a 
los animales? (Synthesizing)
¿Creen que los polluelos de cisne siempre están a salvo de los animales 
que quieren comérselos? (Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Encourage students to identify what they did to help 
themselves as readers. Ask: Menciona algunas de las cosas que 
hiciste para ayudarte. ¿Qué estrategias usaste?

Reading comprehension support

•  Illustrations support and extend the written text.
•   First pages clearly establish the setting and the  

main characters.

After students have read both La limpieza de nuestro pantano 
and Los polluelos de cisne, ask: ¿Por qué son importantes los 

pantanos? ¿Qué tipos de plantas y animales viven en un pantano? 
¿Qué aspecto tiene un pantano limpio?

Synthesizing: Talk about the pair

Key concept

•   An animal’s habitat has everything 
required to meet its needs.

Lesson Plans

Reading strategies

Phonics

Content vocabulary

Text features
La limpieza de nuestro pantano 
Los polluelos de cisne

••  Recognizing the sequence of events in a personal narrative 
••   Summarizing the plot

  
••   Photographic summary of events; labeled sections

••  Illustrations support and extend the text

••  Identifying the diphthong “ua” as in acuáticas

••   Identifying the hard sound of “c” – /k/ spelled “ca”, “co”, “cu” 
as in blanco; soft sound /s/ spelled “ce” and “ci” as in cisne

pico  aves  arbustos  limpiar  limpio  limpias  patos  huevos  
plumas  flores  zorro/zorros  ranas  hierbas  hábitat  salieron  
insectos  nido/nidos  pelícanos  contaminada/contaminado  
proteger  protegerse  juncos  raíces  semillas  refugiarse  verano  
basura  árboles  agua  plantas acuáticas  nenúfares  maleza  
pantano  ala/alas  invierno  polluelos

Los polluelos de cisne es un relato acerca de un par de cisnes que 
encuentran el lugar perfecto para construir un nido, poner 
sus huevos y ver cómo los polluelos salen del cascarón. Sin 
embargo, deben ser cuidadosos al proteger a sus nuevos 
polluelos, dado que hay un zorro al acecho en los arbustos.

Running words: 582
Text type: Narrative

En La limpieza de nuestro pantano, 
se narran las experiencias de un 
grupo de niños mientras limpian 
el pantano local.

Running words: 469
Text type: Personal narrative

Early Fluent
reading stage 

Level J (18)

Correlations with State Standards

Reading literature
2.RL.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including 
how the beginning introduces the story and the ending 
concludes the action.
Informational texts
2.RI.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, 
when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key 
details in a text.
Foundational skills
2.RF.3a  Distinguish long and short vowels when reading 
regularly spelled one-syllable words.

Writing
2.W.8  Recall information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a question.
Speaking and listening
2.SL.1b  Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking 
their comments to the remarks of others. 
Language
2.L.6  Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to 
texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe.

Vocabulary Starters | Shared Reading + Levels A–B 

Vocabulary Starters provide direct reading support at the  
Early Emergent Stage .

Take-Home Books | Levels A–P ★ Six copies each of affordable black-and-white versions of 
146 of the Student Titles

★ Additional reading and writing activities for home
★ An easy-to-implement opportunity for parental involvement

Animales  
de granja

Getting started
Encourage students to sit facing a partner and tell each other 
what they know about one or more of the photographs on the 
Vocabulary Starter. Ask students to report to the class about 
one thing they learned from their partner and one thing they 
would like to learn more about.

Word lists
Ask: ¿Qué tipo de animales pueden ser animales de granja? ¿Un 
burro podría ser un animal de granja? ¿Un tigre podría ser un 
animal de granja? ¿Por qué los animales de granja viven en granjas?

Discuss words that can be used to describe each of the 
animals on the Vocabulary Starter. Write a list of these words 
on the board.

¿Cómo se llama una vaca bebé? ¿Cómo se llama una vaca 
macho? Repeat with the other animals on the card. Make  
a list showing the terms for the adult and juvenile form of 
each animal. 

Sentence starter
Students could play a game of “Fui a la granja”. To play, 
students take it in turns to say: Fui a una granja y vi un/una... 
(nombre del animal), y estaba... (breve enunciado sobre el 
animal). For example: Fui a una granja y vi una oveja, y estaba 
comiendo pasto. The next student repeats what the first student 
said and adds a new sentence about another animal, e.g. Luego 
vi una vaca, y estaba siendo ordeñada. Keep playing to see who 
can remember the most animals without making a mistake.

Writing sentences
Use the words from the Vocabulary Starter as a writing resource.

Have students write about and draw farm animals. Encourage 
the students to refer to the Vocabulary Starter to support  
their writing.

Have students make a model farm using plasticine, craft 
sticks, and plastic farm animals. Encourage students to add 
labels and write signs for their farm. Take photographs of the 
farms and use these to make a class book. Students can work 
in pairs to write the text for the book.

Spelling
Students could play the game “Bingo de animales de granja” 
in small groups. To play, each student should write two of 
the words from the Vocabulary Starter on a piece of paper. 
Encourage students to check their spelling against the 
Vocabulary Starter. Shuffle the picture cards (made from the 
Blackline master) and turn over the first card. Any student 
who has written the turned-over word on their paper checks 
it off. The first student to check off both words wins. For the 
next game students must write different words.

Make a word
In pairs, students could play the game “Forma una palabra”. 
Put letter tiles or magnetic letters in a cloth bag. Students take 
turns to take a letter from the bag. The first student to make 
one of the words from the Vocabulary Starter wins.

Developing oral vocabulary Developing reading vocabulary Developing writing vocabulary

Getting started
Introduce the word on each card. Point to the photograph and 
ask: ¿Qué es esto? ¿Puedes ver la palabra “vaca”? Ask students 
to look at the word. What do you notice about this word?

Draw out information about:

• word shape;
• number of letters;
• first letter (e.g. ¿El nombre de quién tiene la misma inicial?);
• other words that sound like the word.

Repeat with other words.

First letters
Mask the key vocabulary words on the Vocabulary Starter using 
sticky notes. Ask: ¿Qué letra esperas ver al principio de la palabra 
“gallo”? Unmask to check. Ask: ¿Qué dice esta palabra?

Matching words and pictures
Use the Blackline master to make two-sided cards with pictures 
on one side and words on the other. Place the cards word-side 
up in the middle. Have students take turns to find and read 
a designated word. When the student has read the word card 
he/she turns it over to check he/she has matched the correct 
word to the picture. Continue until all pictures are revealed.  

Singing
Sing “El viejo MacDonald tenía una granja”. Change the 
animal card to change the song. Have students take turns 
pointing to the words as the song is sung.

Despegando hacia la lectura Vocabulary Starters support  
the development of: 

• oral language
• reading 
• writing 

They reflect the vocabulary needs of students in the first few 
years of school (key vocabulary) and have direct relevance to 
students’ everyday lives and interests. As well, these words 
support curriculum, including science and social studies.

This card can be:

• read as a book;
• opened up into a chart;
• folded to reveal single images one at a time.

Despegando hacia la lectura Vocabulary Starters can be used:

• to introduce new vocabulary;
•  as a word bank – displayed opened out on a bulletin board  

as a writing resource;
•  as a stimulus for discussion, (e.g. ¿Dónde puedes ver estos 

animales? ¿Por qué estos animales viven en granjas?);
•  to support students by linking spoken and written 

vocabulary to clear photographs;
• to build confidence using the vocabulary.

The Vocabulary Starter Animales 
de granja supports the vocabulary 
used in the Despegando hacia la 
lectura Early Emergent stage books 
Te miro and Animales de la granja.

Animales de granja

Key vocabulary:   vaca  pato  cabra  caballo  cerdo  gallo  oveja

Vocabulary Starter

Desarrollado por  
Eleanor Curtain Publishing

Diseñado por Derek Schneider  
Impreso en China 
por Colorcraft Ltd, Hong Kong  
Distribuido en los EE. UU. por  
Okapi Educational Publishing Inc.  
Teléfono: 866-652-7436  
Fax: 800-481-5499  
Correo electrónico: info@myokapi.com  
www.myokapi.com 

www.flyingstarttoliteracy.com

Vocabulary Starter

© 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Este trabajo está protegido por la ley de derechos de autor de los EE. UU.,  
y en virtud de las convenciones internacionales de derechos de autor, se aplica en las jurisdicciones  
en las que se publica. 

Quienes compren este libro pueden tener ciertos derechos para copiar partes de él según la ley vigente sobre 
derechos de autor. Los compradores deben realizar las averiguaciones necesarias en la jurisdicción en que lo 
usarán para determinar si tienen esos derechos y su alcance. Todos los demás derechos reservados.

                     es una marca comercial de EC Licensing Pty Ltd en los EE.UU.

Blackline master: Animales de granja

Copy this blackline master at 140%.

vaca caballo

gallo pato

oveja cerdo

cabra

Despegando hacia la lectura Vocabulary Starter Animales de granja © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.
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Animales  
de granja

Getting started
Encourage students to sit facing a partner and tell each other 
what they know about one or more of the photographs on the 
Vocabulary Starter. Ask students to report to the class about 
one thing they learned from their partner and one thing they 
would like to learn more about.

Word lists
Ask: ¿Qué tipo de animales pueden ser animales de granja? ¿Un 
burro podría ser un animal de granja? ¿Un tigre podría ser un 
animal de granja? ¿Por qué los animales de granja viven en granjas?

Discuss words that can be used to describe each of the 
animals on the Vocabulary Starter. Write a list of these words 
on the board.

¿Cómo se llama una vaca bebé? ¿Cómo se llama una vaca 
macho? Repeat with the other animals on the card. Make  
a list showing the terms for the adult and juvenile form of 
each animal. 

Sentence starter
Students could play a game of “Fui a la granja”. To play, 
students take it in turns to say: Fui a una granja y vi un/una... 
(nombre del animal), y estaba... (breve enunciado sobre el 
animal). For example: Fui a una granja y vi una oveja, y estaba 
comiendo pasto. The next student repeats what the first student 
said and adds a new sentence about another animal, e.g. Luego 
vi una vaca, y estaba siendo ordeñada. Keep playing to see who 
can remember the most animals without making a mistake.

Writing sentences
Use the words from the Vocabulary Starter as a writing resource.

Have students write about and draw farm animals. Encourage 
the students to refer to the Vocabulary Starter to support  
their writing.

Have students make a model farm using plasticine, craft 
sticks, and plastic farm animals. Encourage students to add 
labels and write signs for their farm. Take photographs of the 
farms and use these to make a class book. Students can work 
in pairs to write the text for the book.

Spelling
Students could play the game “Bingo de animales de granja” 
in small groups. To play, each student should write two of 
the words from the Vocabulary Starter on a piece of paper. 
Encourage students to check their spelling against the 
Vocabulary Starter. Shuffle the picture cards (made from the 
Blackline master) and turn over the first card. Any student 
who has written the turned-over word on their paper checks 
it off. The first student to check off both words wins. For the 
next game students must write different words.

Make a word
In pairs, students could play the game “Forma una palabra”. 
Put letter tiles or magnetic letters in a cloth bag. Students take 
turns to take a letter from the bag. The first student to make 
one of the words from the Vocabulary Starter wins.

Developing oral vocabulary Developing reading vocabulary Developing writing vocabulary

Getting started
Introduce the word on each card. Point to the photograph and 
ask: ¿Qué es esto? ¿Puedes ver la palabra “vaca”? Ask students 
to look at the word. What do you notice about this word?

Draw out information about:

• word shape;
• number of letters;
• first letter (e.g. ¿El nombre de quién tiene la misma inicial?);
• other words that sound like the word.

Repeat with other words.

First letters
Mask the key vocabulary words on the Vocabulary Starter using 
sticky notes. Ask: ¿Qué letra esperas ver al principio de la palabra 
“gallo”? Unmask to check. Ask: ¿Qué dice esta palabra?

Matching words and pictures
Use the Blackline master to make two-sided cards with pictures 
on one side and words on the other. Place the cards word-side 
up in the middle. Have students take turns to find and read 
a designated word. When the student has read the word card 
he/she turns it over to check he/she has matched the correct 
word to the picture. Continue until all pictures are revealed.  

Singing
Sing “El viejo MacDonald tenía una granja”. Change the 
animal card to change the song. Have students take turns 
pointing to the words as the song is sung.

Despegando hacia la lectura Vocabulary Starters support  
the development of: 

• oral language
• reading 
• writing 

They reflect the vocabulary needs of students in the first few 
years of school (key vocabulary) and have direct relevance to 
students’ everyday lives and interests. As well, these words 
support curriculum, including science and social studies.

This card can be:

• read as a book;
• opened up into a chart;
• folded to reveal single images one at a time.

Despegando hacia la lectura Vocabulary Starters can be used:

• to introduce new vocabulary;
•  as a word bank – displayed opened out on a bulletin board  

as a writing resource;
•  as a stimulus for discussion, (e.g. ¿Dónde puedes ver estos 

animales? ¿Por qué estos animales viven en granjas?);
•  to support students by linking spoken and written 

vocabulary to clear photographs;
• to build confidence using the vocabulary.

The Vocabulary Starter Animales 
de granja supports the vocabulary 
used in the Despegando hacia la 
lectura Early Emergent stage books 
Te miro and Animales de la granja.

Animales de granja

Key vocabulary:   vaca  pato  cabra  caballo  cerdo  gallo  oveja

Vocabulary Starter

Desarrollado por  
Eleanor Curtain Publishing

Diseñado por Derek Schneider  
Impreso en China 
por Colorcraft Ltd, Hong Kong  
Distribuido en los EE. UU. por  
Okapi Educational Publishing Inc.  
Teléfono: 866-652-7436  
Fax: 800-481-5499  
Correo electrónico: info@myokapi.com  
www.myokapi.com 

www.flyingstarttoliteracy.com

Vocabulary Starter
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y en virtud de las convenciones internacionales de derechos de autor, se aplica en las jurisdicciones  
en las que se publica. 
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Blackline master: Animales de granja

Copy this blackline master at 140%.

vaca caballo

gallo pato

oveja cerdo

cabra

Despegando hacia la lectura Vocabulary Starter Animales de granja © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.
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★ Same concepts, vocabulary, and 
high-frequency words in each pair

★ Balance of illustrated fiction and 
photographic informational texts

★ Wide range of text types:  
narratives, personal narratives 
(recounts), procedures, explanations, 
and reports

Take-Home Books build fluency with opportunities for 
repeated reading and family engagement .

Animales de granja

vaca caballo gallo cerdo oveja pato cabra
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Experience The Power of the Pair®
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Teacher Resources Available at Your Fingertips

Teacher Support
••   Pacing Guide charts provide pacing plans that divide lessons 

into 30-minute sessions, ideal for the whole class, small group, 
or individual interventions.

••   Scope and Sequence charts identify reading strategies and 
new high-frequency and content words in each title.

••   Phonics and Phonemic Awareness charts show the systematic 
and explicit sequence, by title, at each of the reading stages.

••   Reading Across the Curriculum sheets detail the text type, text 
features, curriculum links, and key concepts.

Assessment Materials
•  Records of Reading Behaviors for one of each of the 

paired texts at each reading stage.
•  Assessment Checklists inform instruction and gauge 

student mastery of reading behaviors.

All of the Despegando hacia  
la lectura® support can  

be accessed from 
despegando-hacia-la-lectura 

.com/teacher-resources

Once you’ve opened the 
 page for the resource type 

you want, select the relevant 
reading stage to open its 

downloadable files .

Scan the QR code with your 
smart phone to go directly to 
the Teacher Resources Page!

Access your  
teacher support

 
                                                                                           Count

Analysis of errors 
and self-corrections

Page Text  
 
E

 
 

SC

Information used

Error  
MSV

SC  
MSV

4 Everyone at the circus had a job. 

Bobo was the clown. 

Harry was the strong man. 

And Lizzie flew high in the air 

on the trapeze.

5 And Stan’s job was to take the circus 

posters from town to town on his 

motorcycle.  

Stan loved riding his motorcycle and 

he loved his job. But Stan wanted a 

job in the big top – just like his friends.

6 Every day, Stan did stunts 

on his motorcycle. He rode  

up ramps and did handstands 

and flips on his motorcycle. 

And every day he got  

a little better.

But when Stan showed his motorcycle 

stunts  to the ringmaster, she shook  
100 words 

her head.

Total
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Record of Reading Behaviors 
A New Job for Stan  Guided reading level I (16)

Read the title to the student. Ask the student to tell you what the book is about. 

Name:  Date:

Assessment 
Checklists

 
                                                                                           Count

Analysis of errors 
and self-corrections

Page Text  
 
E

 
 

SC

Information used

Error  
MSV

SC  
MSV

4

Todo el mundo en el circo tenía un trabajo. 

Bobo era el payaso. Omar era el hombre 

forzudo. Y Elisa volaba alto en el aire, en el 

trapecio.

5

Y el trabajo de Tomás era llevar los carteles del 

circo de un pueblo a otro en su motocicleta. A 

Tomás le encantaba conducir su motocicleta y 

adoraba su trabajo. Pero quería un trabajo en la 

gran carpa, al igual que sus amigos.

6

Todos los días, Tomás hacía acrobacias en su 

motocicleta. Subía rampas, se paraba de manos 

y daba vueltas con su motocicleta. Y, todos los 

días, mejoraba un poco  más.   
100 words

Total

Despegando hacia la lectura  Un nuevo trabajo para Tomás Guided reading level I (16) © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd 1

Record of Reading Behaviors 
Un nuevo trabajo para Tomás  Guided reading level I (16)

Read the title to the student. Ask the student to tell you what the book is about. 

Name:  Date:

Records of Reading 
Behaviors

Use the assessment materials continually to inform your instruction 
and examine reading strategy mastery .

Information sources used

Errors — What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Self-corrections —  
What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Accuracy rate

Errors %
Level of 
difficulty

1 99 Easy

2 98

3 97

4 96

5 95 Instructional

6 94

7 93

8 92

9 91

10 90

11 + 89 or less Hard

Self-correction ratio

E + SC = 1 :  

  

SC

 

Fluency

  Reads smoothly at an appropriate rate
  Uses appropriate phrasing 

 Reads expressively
  Attends to punctuation

Comprehension

After the student has finished reading, have him/her  
talk about the book. If appropriate, prompt the student  
by using the questions below.

   ¿Cuál era el trabajo original de Tomás en el circo? 
¿Cuál es su nuevo trabajo? (Literal)

   ¿Por qué Tomás no estaba feliz? ¿Por qué dejó el 
circo? (Inferential)

   Todos los circos, ¿tienen un acto con motocicletas? 
(Critical)

Planning

Focus What the student needs to learn 

next 

Problem-solving  
strategies

Fluency

Comprehension

Phonics

Vocabulary

Record of Reading Behaviors analysis sheet 
Un nuevo trabajo para Tomás  Guided reading level I (16)

Name:  Date:
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Information sources used

Errors — What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Self-corrections —  
What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Accuracy rate

Errors %
Level of 
difficulty

1 99 Easy

2 98

3 97

4 96

5 95 Instructional

6 94

7 93

8 92

9 91

10 90

11 + 89 or less Hard

Self-correction ratio

E + SC = 1 :  

  

SC

 

Fluency

  Reads smoothly at an appropriate rate
  Uses appropriate phrasing 

 Reads expressively
  Attends to punctuation

Comprehension

After the student has finished reading, have him/her  
talk about the book. If appropriate, prompt the student  
by using the questions below.

   ¿Cuál era el trabajo original de Tomás en el circo? 
¿Cuál es su nuevo trabajo? (Literal)

   ¿Por qué Tomás no estaba feliz? ¿Por qué dejó el 
circo? (Inferential)

   Todos los circos, ¿tienen un acto con motocicletas? 
(Critical)

Planning

Focus What the student needs to learn 

next 

Problem-solving  
strategies

Fluency

Comprehension

Phonics

Vocabulary

Record of Reading Behaviors analysis sheet 
Un nuevo trabajo para Tomás  Guided reading level I (16)
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Information sources used

Errors — What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Self-corrections —  
What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Accuracy rate

Errors %
Level of 
difficulty

1 99 Easy

2 98

3 97

4 96

5 95 Instructional

6 94

7 93

8 92

9 91

10 90

11 + 89 or less Hard

Self-correction ratio

E + SC = 1 :  

  

SC

 

Fluency

  Reads smoothly at an appropriate rate
  Uses appropriate phrasing 

 Reads expressively
  Attends to punctuation

Comprehension

After the student has finished reading, have him/her  
talk about the book. If appropriate, prompt the student  
by using the questions below.

   ¿Cuál era el trabajo original de Tomás en el circo? 
¿Cuál es su nuevo trabajo? (Literal)

   ¿Por qué Tomás no estaba feliz? ¿Por qué dejó el 
circo? (Inferential)

   Todos los circos, ¿tienen un acto con motocicletas? 
(Critical)

Planning

Focus What the student needs to learn 

next 

Problem-solving  
strategies

Fluency

Comprehension

Phonics

Vocabulary

Record of Reading Behaviors analysis sheet 
Un nuevo trabajo para Tomás  Guided reading level I (16)

Name:  Date:
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planning section 
for responsive 

teaching

higher level 
questioning
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STUDENT NAME: ………………………………………   Assessment Checklist    Fluent Reading Stage Levels K (20), L (24) & M (28)

Title Reading strategy Observed behavior of student Beginning 
to use the 
strategy

Sometimes 
uses the 
strategy

Often
uses the 
strategy

Has 
mastered  
the strategy

Fluent Stage: guided Reading level K (20)

Conceptos 
básicos de 
baloncesto

Integrating visual and textual 
information

Did the student use the information 
from the photographs and the 
diagrams to help understand the text?

Alicia con la 
cabeza en alto

Making inferences about 
characters’ relationships

Can the student talk about the 
relationships between the characters?

Animales 
que tratan de 
impresionar

Integrating information from fact 
boxes

Does the student use the information 
from the fact boxes to better 
understand the text?

El tutú ajustado Making inferences about 
characters’ motives

Can the student make inferences 
about a character’s actions?

Sobrevivir a la 
inundación

Asking questions Does the student ask questions about 
the text?

La gran 
inundación de 
Valle Polvoriento

Reading fluently, attending to 
punctuation and line breaks

Does the student attend to line breaks 
so that his/her oral reading sounds 
fluent and smooth?

Un largo día en 
el río

Using headings and sub-
headings to predict content

Does the student use the headings to 
predict what will happen in the text?

La cocodrilo y la 
chorlito

Decoding multisyllabic words Does the student use multiple sources 
of information to decode words?

Jardines 
asombrosos 

Using multiple sources of 
information

Does the student use meaning, structure, 
and visual cues when reading?

El jardín del 
gigante

Reading dialogue with fluency 
and expression

Does the student know when she/he 
is reading direct speech?

Osos polares Recognizing how a book 
is organized (question and 
answer)

Does the student know that the 
chapter headings are questions?

Un oso llamado 
Problemas

Identifying where a story takes 
place

Did the student recognize where the 
story took place?

Reading strategy
Observed behavior 

of student
Has mastered 
the strategy

Often uses 
the strategy

Sometimes uses 
the strategy

Beginning to use 
the strategy

Access your  
assessment materials



Okapi Digital LiteracyTM

Digital access to over 1100 books with teaching support for every title!

• Access the bank of titles from any device.
• View the paired text, lesson plan, Vocabulary Starter, related Perspectivas volume, or 

alternate language title with one simple click from each selected book.
• Share books with students through links you generate.
• Use the tools provided to annotate and save your marked-up texts.
• Download every lesson plan for easy printing (or PDF-creation) of the formative 

assessments and follow-up activities.

• Access their books from any electronic device
• Continue to enjoy this access for 30 days after 

receiving the link
• Use the search function to locate vocabulary and 

topics within the text
• Select and copy text to their clipboards
• Use annotation tools to create, erase, and save notes

Key vocabulary
animales  feo  negra  oruga/s  ojos  verde  esconden  roja   
a salvo  serpiente  pinchos  saliva  picar/pican  sabor  sabe  mal  
hoja  pica

High-frequency words
New:  escaparse  no pueden  
comer/comen  alimentan  
mantienen alejados

Phonics •  Breaking words into syllables

•  Identifying silent “h” 

Text features

Reading strategies •  Cross-checking using syntax: Does that sound right?

•  Rereading to comprehend text

Orugas asombrosas

Orugas para el almuerzo

Early
reading stage 

Level F (10)

Lesson Plans

Orugas asombrosas brinda 
información sobre cómo algunas 
orugas se defienden de los 
depredadores.
Running words: 159
Text type: Report

En Orugas para el almuerzo, Ave está cansada de comer gusanos 
y decide comer orugas. Sin embargo, después de descubrir que 
algunas orugas tienen feo sabor, que otras pican o asustan, Ave 
decide que los gusanos son mejores después de todo.
Running words: 132
Text type: Narrative

Escribe la palabra correcta en cada oración.

Completa las oraciones Haz un cartel

Necesitarás: una hoja grande de papel, marcadores

Qué hacer: 
Escribe y dibuja para mostrar todos los datos asombrosos que conoces sobre  

las orugas.

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Orugas asombrosas / Orugas para el almuerzo  © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Common Core State Standards

 Reading literature
1.RL.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a 
story, using key details.
Informational texts
1.RI.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures 
or other illustrations and information provided by the words 
in a text.
Foundational skills
1.RF.3b Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

Writing
1.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name 
a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some 
sense of closure.
Speaking and listening
1.SL.1b Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding 
to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
Language
1.L.1g Use frequently occurring conjunctions.

Evaluación
¿Puede el estudiante completar adecuadamente cada oración?
¿Puede el estudiante escribir cada palabra frecuente correctamente?

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Orugas asombrosas / Orugas para el almuerzo © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

•  Summary chart

•  Labeled photographs

•  Simple and compound sentences

_________ me gusta comer gusanos.

No me gusta _______ gusanos.

No ______ gusta comer gusanos.

No me ________ comer gusanos.

   Tarjeta de actividadesHojas para fotocopiar
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Okapi Digital Literacy™ is a digital book platform that enables teachers to view 
and share Okapi’s resources with students. In addition, teachers can access and 
download Lesson Plans for every title or paired-book duo. 

Your Remote or Blended Learning Solution features content from Flying Start to  
Literacy™, Despegando hacia la lectura®, WorldWise: Content-based Learning™,  
and ExploraMundos™. 

Okapi Digital Literacy™ has been developed with responsive design to facilitate your viewing 
from Windows PCs, Macs, Chromebooks, iPads, iPhones, Androids, or other mobile devices.

Okapi Digital Literacy™ is fully compatible with and can be 
accessed through Clever, Schoology®, Seesaw, and most 
other learning management systems.

Okapi Digital Literacy™ is the resource you need for exceptional remote or 
blended instruction. Consider the difference these exciting features will make to 
your in-person teaching or virtual classroom:

Using the links provided by their teacher, students 
can utilize many of the same features of the platform 
that are available to you:

What Your Students Can Do

4 Order today! 866.652.7436 or fax 800.481.5499



Your students will have access only to the books you decide to 
share with them, allowing you to determine the focus of each 
whole-class or small group reading session. (This access will 
continue to be available to the students for 30 days.) Using the 
“Share Book” feature for 
each title, generate a 
link for each book and 
send it to each student 
in your classroom; or, 
selectively send it to 
each participant of your 
small group.

Alternatively, you can simply share your screen during instruction. 
Easy-to-use directionals allow for forward/backward page-turning 
and for returning to the beginning or end of the book.

An Annotations Menu is available to you with every book you 
select, offering you countless ways of adapting texts for vibrant 
and interactive instruction.

You Guide the Learning!

Create notes in a variety 
of colors.

Underline, enclose, or 
circle selected portions of 

the text.

Highlight and copy text to 
your clipboard.                         

Subscription Options

Okapi Digital Literacy™ is offered to schools and districts through 
licenses for entire school buildings based on a twelve-month (July–
June) year, with prorating available and multi-year licenses available 
upon request. These licenses are contingent upon purchase of printed 
materials. As such, you will see an option below for combining print 
and digital at a bundled price. 

Purchase options include the following:
• Unrestricted Platform Access (more than 1100 student texts with all instructional support)
• Selected Programs (for example, only Despegando hacia la lectura™)
• Targeted Developmental Reading Stages (for example, Levels A through M)

View the platform!
Check out the demonstration site at bit.ly/ODLDemoSite and get access to over 100 sample books and lesson plans.

Get Free 30 day trial!
This special license arrangement grants you access to the entire resource with all its features and functionality. 
Contact your local Okapi representative for more details. bit.ly/okapifindarep

Purchase cost-effective license!
Contact your local Okapi representative to complement your recent print purchase with the addition of a cost-
effective license for Okapi Digital Literacy™! bit.ly/okapifindarep

5Request a free sample or download our catalog at myokapi.com

  Package Levels No. of Titles Print Blended Print and Digital
 Complete Program A–V 382 $16,825 $21,775  

 Early Emergent A–B 48 $2,175 $2,725 

 Emergent C–D 40 $1,640 $2,190 

 Early E–F 40 $1,640 $2,190 

 Transitional G–H 40 $1,640 $2,190 

 Early Fluent I–J 40 $1,930 $2,480 

 Fluent K–M 48 $2,310 $2,860 

 Fluent Plus N–P 54 $2,760 $3,310 

 Advanced Fluent Q–S 36 $1,975 $2,525 

 Advanced Fluent T–V 36 $1,975 $2,525 
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Experience The Power of the Pair®

Small Group Reading Instruction

Despegando hacia la lectura®  
Lesson Plan Cards:

• provide practical, systematic,  
 and easy-to-implement  
 instructional plans

• integrate (at the beginning 
 reading stage) oral  
 language, comprehension,  
 phonemic awareness,  
 phonics, vocabulary  
 development, fluency,  
 and writing

• include ongoing assessment  
 and follow-up activities

• offer assurance that  
 instructional goals are being  
 met, with standards links on  
 the front of every card.

Reading Strategies

Creación de un animal sorprendente

Crea un animal con las partes del cuerpo que desees (por ejemplo: nariz  
de elefante, tentáculos de pulpo, dientes de cocodrilo, alas de mariposa).

1.  ¿Qué partes de animales elegirás para tu creación animal?

2.  ¿Cómo se verá tu animal?

A continuación, dibuja a tu animal asombroso. Dale un nombre a este 
animal. Rotula las partes de su cuerpo. 

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Sorprendentes partes de animales / La tortuga está atascada © 2015-2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.
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Lesson Plans

Este libro compara y hace una 
correlación entre los animales que 
tienen diferentes partes del cuerpo.
Running words: 101
Text type: Report

Cuando la tortuga se queda atascada en 
un hoyo, el mono la ayuda a salir. Pero 
luego el mono se queda atascado también.
Running words: 100
Text type: Narrative

Vocabulary
High-frequency words
a  algunos  con  del  dentro  dijo  el  entonces  
esta  este  gusta  hacer  la  mi  mis  muchos  
no  pero  puedes  puedo  qué  sacaré  sacó  
salir  tiene  tienen  un  voy  yo

Phonics  • Identifying the /m/ sound as in mano, mono, muchos and  
the /n/ sound as in tienen, nariz, no

 • Identifying the /n/ sound in the initial, middle,  
and final positions

Text features
Sorprendentes partes de animales
La tortuga est́a atascada

 • Photographic summary
 • Illustrations support and extend the story

Reading strategies  • Locating known and unknown words
 • Using pictures to solve unknown words

Key vocabulary
abajo  animales  babosa  cara  cavar  cebra  elefante  
gran  manos mono  nido  ojos  pata  patas  perro  pez  
pie  rodillas  saltaré  tigre  tortuga  

Correlations with State Standards

 Reading literature
K.RL.4 Ask and answer questions about unknown words  
in a text.
Informational texts
K.RI.9 With prompting and support, identify basic 
similarities in and differences between two texts on the  
same topic.
Foundational skills
K.RF.3a Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one  
letter–sound correspondences by producing the primary  
or many of the most frequent sound for each consonant.

Writing
K.W.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which 
they name what they are writing about and supply some 
information about the topic.
Speaking and listening
K.SL.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get 
information, or clarify something that is not understood.
Language
K.L.2a Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the 
pronoun I.

Emergent
reading stage

Level C (4)

Usa el banco de palabras para enumerar las partes del cuerpo que tiene cada animal. 
Agrega a cada lista otra parte del cuerpo que no esté en el banco de palabras.

Banco de palabras

nariz patas ojos rodillas pie cara

Insecto Elefante

Partes del cuerpo de los animales

Evaluación

¿Puede el estudiante leer y escribir vocabulario de contenido del texto?
¿Puede el estudiante utilizar sus conocimientos sobre los animales para  
escribir una lista de partes del cuerpo?

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Sorprendentes partes de animales / La tortuga está atascada © 2015-2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Hojas para fotocopiar

Before reading 

Getting ready to read 
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge. Draw 
a simple picture of a known animal such as a cat. Ask: ¿Qué 
partes tiene el cuerpo de este animal? Use the students’ ideas to 
label the picture. Ask students to think of another animal. 
Have students work with a partner and take turns saying 
what the animal is and the body parts it has.

Vocabulary building
As needed, introduce the vocabulary from the book. This 
can be done using the Vocabulary Starter El cuerpo. Refer 
to the teacher notes on the back of the Vocabulary Starter 
for ideas on how to use this resource.

Introducing the book
Show the students a copy of the book Sorprendentes partes 
de animales. Say: Este libro se llama Sorprendentes partes de 
animales. Trata sobre animales que tienen determinadas partes 
en su cuerpo y otros que no las tienen. Turn to pages 2 and 3. 
Say: En esta página se habla de patas. ¿Cuáles animales aquí tienen 
patas? ¿Cuáles animales no tienen? Respond using the structure 
of the sentences in the text. Say: Sí, esta cebra tiene patas, pero 
hay animales que no tienen. Continue turning the pages and 
talking about the photographs, using the structure of the 
sentences in the book.
 

Lesson 1    Sorprendentes partes de animales

Key concepts

 • All animals have body parts.

 • Different animals have  
different body parts.

During reading
Ask each student to read the text independently. Monitor 
the students as they read and support them where 
appropriate. If necessary, ask the students to stop reading 
and remind them to use the reading strategies you are 
focused on. Check that students can locate known words  
in the text. Ask: ¿Puedes señalar la palabra esta? ¿Cómo sabes 
que dice esta? Check that they can locate unknown words.  
Ask: ¿Dónde está la palabra cebra? ¿Cómo sabes que dice cebra?  
If students are having difficulty, encourage them to reread 
and point to each word as they say it.

After reading 

Talking about the book 
Ask the students to talk about the book. Promote 
discussion by choosing questions that are appropriate 
for your students. Ask them to support their answers by 
referring to the photographs and the text in the book.
¿Qué animal tiene manos? ¿Qué animales no tienen nariz? (Literal)
¿Por qué los animales tienen diferentes partes en sus cuerpos?  
(Inferential)
¿Qué otros animales y partes del cuerpo deberían haberse  
incluido en este libro? (Synthesizing)
¿Qué necesitaba saber el autor para escribir este libro? (Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Give positive feedback on the problem-solving strategies 
the students used as they read the book. Say: Me gustó la 
forma en que encontraste en el texto las palabras que ya sabías.  
Buen trabajo.
 

Vocabulary support: Sorprendentes partes de animales/ La tortuga está atascada

Use the teacher notes on the back of the Vocabulary 
Starters Mascotas, Animales del zoológico,   

and El cuerpo to support students’ vocabulary. 

Monitoring reading  
strategies

Vocabulary 
development 

Close reading of texts

Writing using evidence 
from the text
Vocabulary development

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to read 
and interact with the book again – with teacher support, 
with a partner, and independently. Choose activities that 
are appropriate for your students. 

Developing fluency
Have students work with a partner and take turns reading 
a page aloud. Encourage students to read fluently. Say:  
Traten de leer con fluidez, como si estuvieras hablando. 

Word work

Phonemic awareness and phonics
With a partner, have students find words in the book 
that have the /m/ sound (mano, mono, muchos) and the /n/ 
sound (tienen, nariz, no) or both. Make a chart with three 
sections: words with the /m/ sound, words with the /n/ 
sound, and words with both. Work with the students to 
sort the words they have found. 

Exploring words
Ask students to turn to the word bank on page 16. Ask 
them to work with a partner and take turns to give clues 
about a word in the word bank. For example: Esta parte 
del cuerpo ayuda a los animales a agarrar cosas. Está al final del 
brazo. Their partner tries to guess the word.

Writing

Modeled writing
Ask: ¿Qué animales tienen partes del cuerpo interesantes? Make 
a list of the students’ ideas. Say: Voy a escribir sobre un 
animal que tiene una parte del cuerpo asombrosa. Model this 
writing. For example: Este cocodrilo tiene dientes asombrosos. 
Sus dientes son grandes y afilados.

Independent writing
Have students refer to the list of amazing animal parts 
compiled during the Modeled writing section. Have them 
write about an animal they think has an amazing body 
part and say why they think the body part is amazing. 
Have them illustrate their writing to show the amazing 
body part.

Sharing and presenting
Display students’ writing and give the students time to 
walk by and look at each piece. Ask: ¿Qué nueva información 
han aprendido?

Before reading

Getting ready to read
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge. Draw 
a picture of a monkey and a picture of a turtle on a chart. 
(Alternatively, you could show the students a picture of 
each animal.) Ask: ¿Qué partes del cuerpo tiene una tortuga? 
¿Qué partes del cuerpo tiene un mono? ¿Qué partes del cuerpo 
tienen ambos? ¿Qué parte del cuerpo tiene sólo uno de los animales?

Vocabulary building
As needed, introduce the vocabulary from the book. This 
can be done using the Vocabulary Starter El cuerpo. Refer 
to the teacher notes on the back of the Vocabulary Starter 
for ideas on how to use this resource.

Introducing the book
Show the students a copy of the book La tortuga está atascada. 
Say: Este libro se llama La tortuga está atascada. Es sobre una 
tortuga que queda atascada en un hoyo y un mono que la ayuda a 
salir. Turn to pages 2 and 3. Ask: ¿Qué está haciendo la tortuga?  
Sí, está cavando un gran nido. Turn to pages 4 and 5. Ask:  
¿Qué ha ocurrido ahora? Respond by saying: Sí, la tortuga dice: 
–No puedo salir. ¡Ayuda! Continue turning the pages and 
talking about the illustrations, using the structure of the 
sentences in the book.

Lesson 1    Sorprendentes partes de animales Lesson 2    La tortuga está atascada
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INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE

Small Group Reading Instruction

Lesson 2    La tortuga está atascada

During reading
Ask each student to read the text independently. Monitor 
the students as they read and support them where 
appropriate. If necessary, ask the students to stop reading 
and remind them to use the reading strategies you are 
focused on. If the student comes to an unknown word, 
prompt them to look at the illustrations for a clue.  
Say: ¿Qué sucede en la imagen? Ahora vuelve a mirar la palabra. 
¿Qué podría decir?

After reading 

Talking about the book
Ask the students to talk about the book. Promote 
discussion by choosing questions that are appropriate 
for your students. Ask them to support their answers by 
referring to the illustrations and the text in the book.
¿Cómo salió la tortuga del nido? (Literal)
¿Por qué fue bueno que la tortuga y el mono tuvieran diferentes 
partes del cuerpo? (Inferential)
¿Qué otro animal podría haber ayudado a la tortuga a salir del nido? 
¿Cómo? (Synthesizing)
¿Creen que la tortuga fue una buena elección de personaje para esta 
historia? Expliquenlo. (Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Give positive feedback on the problem-solving strategies 
the students used as they read the book. For example, 
say: Buen trabajo. Me gustó la forma en que mirabas las imágenes 
cuando necesitabas ayuda para leer una palabra que no sabías.

Key concepts

 • Different animals have different  
body parts.

 • Animals use their body parts  
to do different things.

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to read and 
interact with the book again – with teacher support, with 
a partner, and independently. Choose activities that are 
appropriate for your students.   

Developing fluency
Have students work in groups of three. One student reads 
the story, while the other two act it out. Students then swap 
roles. Encourage the students to read with expression.

Word work 

Phonemic awareness and phonics
Ask students to find words in the text that have the /n/ 
sound. List these words in groups according to the position 
of the sound. For example: initial position (nido); middle 
position (mono); final position (gran).

Exploring words
Write the following on a chart: –Me gusta cavar –dijo la 
Tortuga.  Ask: ¿Qué palabra describe lo que le gusta hacer a la 
tortuga?  Draw out that cavar is an action word. Ask: ¿Qué 
otras palabras describen cosas que las tortugas pueden hacer? (nadar, 
caminar, comer, dormir). Ask students to work with a partner 
to choose an animal and list five action words that their 
animal can do.

Writing

Modeled writing
Say: Voy a escribir una versión diferente de esta historia. En lugar 
de que el mono ayude a la tortuga a salir del nido, voy a usar otro 
animal. En su lugar, voy a escribir sobre un elefante. Model this 
writing. For example: –Tengo una trompa –dijo el elefante. –Voy  
a sacarte del nido con mi trompa.

Independent writing
Ask students to innovate on the text by choosing a different 
animal to get Turtle out of the nest. Encourage them to 
draw a picture that shows how the animal helps Turtle.

Sharing and presenting
Show each student’s writing and drawing to the group.

Synthesizing: Talk about the pair
After students have read both books, have them work in 
small groups to make a list of as many animal body parts 
as they can. Ask: ¿Qué saben de las partes del cuerpo de los 

animales? Have each group share their list. Have students 
complete the activity card.

Monitoring reading strategies
Writing using evidence from the text 
Close reading of texts

Before Reading

★ Activate prior knowledge through a variety of 
engaging suggestions

★ Introduce challenging or unfamiliar vocabulary

★ Focus on reading strategies specific to the book

During Reading

★ Monitor and support each student’s reading

★ Revisit specific reading strategies as needed

★ Guide students as they apply these strategies

After Reading

★ Use discussion prompts to encourage 
collaborative conversations about the book

★ Ask students to return to the text for evidence  
to support their responses

★ Provide positive feedback on students’ use of  
the lesson’s reading strategies

Returning to the Book

★ Develop fluency with modeling, paired practice, 
and independent re-reading

★ Work with words through a variety of  
suggestions for building phonemic awareness 
and reinforcing phonics

★ Connect reading and writing with teacher 
modeling and prompts for student practice

Synthesizing the Pair

★ Discussion prompts encourage students to  
consider the pair’s “big idea”

★ Reproducible Activity Cards offer creative 
suggestions for exploring the topic further

★ Blackline Masters provide opportunities for 
ongoing assessment
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Despegando Shared Reading

Un enfoque de lectura compartida

Provide the perfect foundation for 
Despegando Shared Reading by: 

• Allowing for purposeful readings and  
 re-readings of each text

• Establishing concepts of print 

• Preparing students developmentally for the  
 first stage of guided/small-group reading

• Capturing readers’ attention and ensuring  
 group participation and engagement

• Introducing early literacy skills

• Using rhyme, rhythm and repetition in the  
 narrative titles

• Incorporating science and mathematics  
 concepts in the informational texts

• Linking to the Vocabulary Starters. Lesson Plan Cards…
★ are easy to follow, and are provided for each title
★ include explicit instructions 

for guiding teachers through 
multiple readings

★ provide suggestions for 
modeling and teaching 
specific foundational 
skills, including phonemic 
awareness, phonics, oral 
language, fluency, print concepts, and modeled writing

BIG BOOKS

Watch our Shared Reading Webinar Series!
https://bit.ly/3pCCJpG

Vocabulary Starters…
★ relate to the topic of each book
★ use full-color photographs to introduce key 

vocabulary words
★ provide a variety of suggestions for developing  

oral language

Small Books…
★ extend the shared reading experience
★ provide opportunities for students to follow 

along, or 
★ use with the Reading Pen for audio 

support as they listen independently

Introducing the book
Point out different shapes, such as a rectangular book, a 
square table, a clock that is round like a circle, and so on. 
Say: Vean bien en todo el salón. ¿Qué figuras ven? Show the front 
cover of the shared book Veo figuras. Say: En este libro vamos a 
encontrar muchas figuras en los dibujos. Invite a student to come 
to the book and point to the title. Say: Sí, este es el título del 
libro. El título es Veo figuras.

First reading of the book
Read the book to the students with very few stops along the 
way. Read using expression and rhythm to highlight the 
rhyming nature of the book. Read pages 2 and 3 to the 
students. Invite students to point out shapes they can see in 
the picture. 

Read pages 4 and 5. Say: Hay muchas cosas en este dibujo que son 
cuadrados. Vamos a ver cuántas podemos encontrar. Recuerden que 
un cuadrado tiene cuatro lados que son del mismo tamaño.

Allow time for the students to study the picture. Choose two 
or three students to come to the book one at a time and 
point out two or three squares they can see. Continue 
reading the book in this fashion.

Veo figuras

Second reading of the book
Read the book a second time to the students. Encourage 
them to join in as you read. Say: Esta vez, cuando lea el libro 
quiero que ustedes me ayuden a leer las palabras. Yo voy a señalar 
cada palabra y ustedes me van a ayudar a leer.

Introduce each page before reading. For example, on pages 4 
and 5, say: Esta página habla de cuadrados. Vamos a leer las 
palabras. Read the words slowly so that the students can join 
in with you. After reading, say: ¿Quién puede encontrar en este 
dibujo algún cuadrado que no hayamos visto antes?  Invite students 
to point out the newly discovered shapes. Continue reading 
the book in this manner.

If appropriate, complete the retelling activity on the inside 
back cover of the shared book.

Talking about the book
Invite students to respond to the book and to talk about 
their thinking. 

Ask: ¿Qué podemos decir de los cuadrados? ¿De los círculos? ¿De las 
cosas con forma de estrella?  
¿En qué se parecen los rectángulos y los cuadrados? ¿En qué son 
diferentes?  
¿Por qué los triángulos son triángulos?  
¿Qué cosas nuevas aprendimos sobre las figuras? 
¿Qué otras figuras conocen? ¿Podrían haber estado esas figuras  
en el libro?

Encourage students to talk about the shapes they know. Support students by ensuring they know the 
names of the shapes in the book. Look at each shape, name it, and talk about its features. Say: Este es un 
cuadrado. Un cuadrado tiene cuatro lados rectos. Todos los lados son del mismo tamaño. Use the Despegando hacia la 
lectura Vocabulary Starter Formas to discuss shapes. Show and talk about the labeled photographs.

Vocabulary support

Reading Pens…
★ are durable, safe and easy to use
★ arrive preloaded with recordings of all 18 titles
★ encourage listening and reading enjoyment, and 

provide support for emerging bilinguals

Scan the QR 
code with your 
smart phone 
to watch our 
Reading Pen 
demonstration 
video!

Develop early literacy skills through rhyme, rhythm, repetition,  
and highly predictable texts!

Your students will:
★	 enjoy reading together and revisiting familiar books again and again
★	 begin to recognize and read high-frequency words
★	 build knowledge of key vocabulary
★	 understand conventions of print .

See more at:  
despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com

Returning to the book
Return to the book on multiple occasions, inviting the 
students to join in. Encourage them to take increasing 
responsibility for reading the text to themselves. Select the 
focus for subsequent lessons based on your students’ 
strengths and needs.

Phonemic awareness
Turn to the chart on page 16. Say: Vamos a ver estas palabras  
que significan figuras.

Point to the word cuadrado on the chart. Say: Esta palabra dice 
cuadrado. Vamos a contar las letras de la palabra – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8. Ask: ¿Qué palabras suenan como cuadrado? Draw out that 
words such as lado, cansado, and parado rhyme with cuadrado.

Ask: ¿Cuántas sílabas o golpes tiene esta palabra? Vamos a aplaudir 
diciendo la palabra. Clap three times as you say the word  
cua dra do. Say: Cuadrado tiene tres sílabas. Repeat with the 
other words on the shape chart.

Phonics
Turn to the chart on page 16. Cover the letter “c” at the 
beginning of the word corazón. Say: Esta palabra dice corazón. 
¿Qué sonido oyen al principio de la palabra? Vamos a pronunciar 
juntos ese sonido de /c/.

Ask: ¿Qué letra esperan ver al principio de la palabra corazón? 
Recuerden que esta letra hace el sonido /c/.

After the students make predictions, uncover the letter “c.” 
Say: Esta es la letra “c.” Hace el sonido /c/ en la palabra corazón.

Veo figuras

Extending oral language
Use the last page of the book to review the shapes words. 
Draw one heart shape on a chart. Ask: ¿Cuántos corazones ven? 
Write the word corazón under the shape. Add two heart 
shapes to the chart. Say: ¿Cuántas figuras ven? Necesito escribir 
para demostrar que hay más figuras. Fíjense mientras escribo la 
palabra corazón. Cuando hay más de una cosa de algo, 
normalmente le agregamos letras a la palabra, como “es” o “s.” 
Repeat with the word estrella.

Fluency
Reread the book. Say: Voy a volver a leer el libro despacio. Después 
de leer cada página voy a escoger a algunos de ustedes para que lean 
conmigo.  Read pages 2 and 3, and then choose two students 
to reread the text with you. Continue reading the book in 
this manner.

Print concepts
Show the students Veo figuras and say: Vamos a ver qué sabemos 
de este libro. Ask: ¿Cuál es la portada? ¿Dónde está el título? ¿Dónde 
está el nombre del autor y del ilustrador? ¿Dónde debemos empezar a 
leer? ¿Dónde está la primera palabra de esta página?

Writing – Modeled
Cut out a shape such as a circle. Stick the shape onto a 
chart. Say: Voy a escribir sobre esta figura. Voy a escribir una oración 
que diga Este es un círculo.

Think aloud as you write. Say: La primera palabra de la oración 
es Este, que empieza con “E” mayúscula. Voy a escribirla aquí. Ahora 
necesito escribir la palabra es. Se escribe con una “e” y luego una “s.” 
Voy a dejar un espacio después y luego voy a escribir la palabra “un.” 
Ahora necesito escribir el nombre de la figura –  círculo.

Invite a student to come to the chart and point to each word 
as they read the sentence. Students could then cut out their 
own shape, stick it onto a piece of paper, and write a 
sentence about it.

Independent practice
Select students to listen and read along to Veo figuras independently. Provide each student 
with a small book and a reading pen. Encourage students to listen and read along from 
start to finish and then to revisit their favorite pages.
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Lesson Plan
Despegando hacia la lectura
Un enfoque de lectura compartida

Links with State Standards

 
Informational texts
K.RI.6  Name the author and illustrator of a text and define 
the role of each in presenting the ideas or information  
in a text.
Foundational skills
K.RF.1d  Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet.

Writing
K.W.2  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which 
they name what they are writing about and supply some 
information about the topic.
Speaking and listening
K.SL.1a  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions. 
Language
K.L.4b  Use the most frequently occurring inflections and 
affixes as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word.

How many shapes can you spy? This informational text invites the 
reader to find shapes in the world around them. Readers will love  
to look and find the shapes hidden in the illustrations, as they read 
along with the rhyming text.

Vocabulary
Oral vocabulary 
círculo  corazón  cuadrado  estrella  figuras  rectángulo  triángulo

High-frequency words 
a  con  de  el  en  es  hay  la  los  nos  que  son  sus  tú  un  una  y  yo

Key concepts
•   There are different types of shapes.

•   Shapes are all around us.

Early Emergent
reading stage  
 
Levels A & B 

Juego:  
En el mundo

Shared Book Student Version Vocabulary 
Starter
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Despegando Shared Reading

Thematic PackagesSet 1: Mi familia y yo
René el ronchoso  •  Mi perro Ciclón  •  Las cosas favoritas de la abuela  •    
La tienda de campaña  •  Compartimos la fruta  •  ¡Ay caramba!

Includes: ★ 6 Big Books 
★ 36 Small Books

★ 6 Lesson Plan Cards 
★ 6 Vocabulary Starters

★ 4 Reading Pens 
★ 1 Program Guide

OK DHSR1000
$551 / $525

Set 2: En el mundo 
¡Qué alboroto!  •  Veo figuras  •  En el bosque de los cuentos  •  El pequeño 

Mariano  •  LA GRAN aventura de Ramona  •  La carretera

Includes: ★ 6 Big Books 
★ 36 Small Books

★ 6 Lesson Plan Cards 
★ 6 Vocabulary Starters

★ 4 Reading Pens 
★ 1 Program Guide

OK DHSR2000   
$551 / $525

Set 3: Seres vivos 
El oso goloso  •  Leti Lechuga y su oruga  •  ¿Qué hacen los animales en el zoológico?  •  

¿Qué animal vive aquí?  •  ¿Cuál es la mejor mascota?  •  Un espantapájaros divertido

Includes: ★ 6 Big Books 
★ 36 Small Books

★ 6 Lesson Plan Cards 
★ 6 Vocabulary Starters

★ 4 Reading Pens 
★ 1 Program Guide

OK DHSR3000    
$551 / $525

Despegando Shared Reading® Complete Package 

Three Complete Topic Sets: 

Mi familia y yo  •  En el mundo  •  Seres vivos

★ 18 Big Books
 (1 each of 18 titles)

★ 108 Matching Small Books
 (6 each of 18 titles)

★ 18 Lesson Plan Cards
 (1 for each title)

★ 18 Vocabulary Starters
 (1 for each title)

★ 12 Reading Pens

★ 3 Program Overview Guides

★ 3 Classroom Storage Boxes

INCLUDES:

Scan the QR code with  
your smart phone to  

watch our Reading Pen  
demonstration video!

“  This product is comprehensive, 
current, and rooted in research.  
It is clearly created for and focused on the 
teaching of reading. It is well designed 
and organized, [and] uses good practices, 
such as shared reading and audio-
facilitated reading. It is learner-centered 
and aligned to the standards.”                          

Judges Panel, Revere Awards 
Association of American Publishers  
PreK–12 Learning

OK DHSR1300
List Price $1,628 | Your Price $1,550

Request a free sample or download our catalog at myokapi.com
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Experience The Power of the Pair®

Early Emergent Stage | GRL: A / DRA: 1

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

• Establish a full range of   
 concepts about print

• Introduce common stems and  
 vocabulary

• Introduce the first 26 
 high-frequency words

• Focus on phonemic awareness  
 and phonics

• Build comprehension and  
 fluency through a range of  
 reading strategies.

Lesson Plan Cards  
include Before-, During-, and 
After- Reading guidance for 
each book, plus synthesizing 
activities that reinforce the 
key concepts of each pair.

Unique to the Early Emergent Stage— 
a Vocabulary Starter is provided 
for each pair of titles. It introduces the 
written form of key vocabulary through 
unambiguous, labeled photographs. 
Suggestions for introducing and reusing 
vocabulary words 
are included on 
the back of each 
Vocabulary Starter.

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com

Puedo  ver  el  círculo.
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¿Puedes  ver  el  corazón?

32

Lesson Plans

Los niños en ¿Qué forma puedes 
ver? nos muestran una variedad 
de pasteles hechos en diferentes 
formas.
Running words: 28
Text type: Personal narrative

Las formas a nuestro alrededor 
presenta varios objetos de 
diferentes formas.
Running words: 28
Text type: Report

Vocabulary
High-frequency words
el  la  puedes  ver

Phonics  • Hearing beats in a word
 • Hearing initial sounds in words 

Text features  • Questions
 • Word bank (page 16)

Reading strategies  • Identifying parts of the book
 • Identifying where to begin and stop reading

Recorta las tarjetas. Haz coincidir cada tarjeta con imagen con una de las palabras.

Coincidencia de formas

Evaluación 

¿Puede el estudiante hacer coincidir las tarjetas de palabras con las de imágenes? 
¿Puede el estudiante utilizar las tarjetas de palabras para hacer oraciones simples y leerlas?

Las formas a nuestro alrededor

Vocabulary 
Starter

Key vocabulary
círculo  corazón  cuadrado  estrella  
óvalo  rectángulo  triángulo

Mira a tu alrededor. Dibuja las cosas que tienen cada forma.

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans ¿Qué forma puedes ver?/Las formas a nuestro alrededor © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.
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Early Emergent
reading stage

Level A (1) 

círculo

cuadrado

óvalo

estrella

corazón

rectángulo

triángulo

✂
Tarjetas de imágenes  Tarjetas de palabras

Common Core State Standards

Informational texts
K.RI.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of 
a book.
Foundational skills
K.RF.1a Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and 
page by page.

Writing
K.W.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which 
they name what they are writing about and supply some 
information about the topic.
Speaking and listening
K.SL.1a Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
Language 
K.L.5a Sort common objects into categories to gain a sense  
of the concepts the categories represent.

✂
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Formas

Vocabulary Starter

Getting started
Talk about the way that shape can be used to describe things. 
Ask: ¿Qué cosas son cuadradas? ¿Qué cosas son triangulares?  
Ask students to look around the classroom and identify 
objects that match the shapes on the Vocabulary Starter, e.g. 
book – rectangle. Ask: ¿Puedes encontrar algo que parece un 
cuadrado? ¿Puedes encontrar algo que parece un círculo?

Spotto
Cut out five sets of paper shapes to match the shapes on the 
Vocabulary Starter. Have students work with a partner to 
play “Spotto.” To play, one student displays a group of shapes 
where all but one are the same shape, e.g. four rectangular 
shapes with one square shape. The other student must spot 
which shape does not belong. 

Patterns
Cut out five sets of paper shapes to match the shapes on the 
Vocabulary Starter. Have one student use these shapes to 
make a pattern, e.g. estrella, estrella, círculo, estrella, estrella, 
círculo. The other students must say which shape comes next. 
Repeat with other students making the pattern. 

I spy
Use the objects that the students indentified in the classroom 
in the Getting started section. Have students take turns to 
select and hide one object, e.g. a book. The student then says: 
Veo veo... una cosa que tiene cuatro lados. Dos lados son más 
largos que los otros. The other students try to work out what 
the mystery object is. 

Writing sentences
Provide colored paper shapes using the Blackline master. 
Model the activity to students. Paste a shape on a blank 
piece of paper and then use a marker to turn the shape into 
an object, e.g. a circle could become the nose of a clown.  
Say: Quiero escribir “La nariz de este payaso es un círculo”. 
Write:  “La nariz de este payaso es un...” Say: ¿Cómo escribiré 
“círculo”? ¿Cuál es la inicial? ¿Qué letra sigue? Refer to the 
Vocabulary Starter for support.

Have students make a picture using a colored shape of their 
own choosing, then draw and write a sentence about it. 

Phonemic awareness
Have students write each word on the Vocabulary Starter on 
a card. Then have them draw a picture to match on the back 
of each card. Students could then play games with the cards, 
e.g. they could place all cards picture side up, and take turns 
to say what the first letter of the word on the other side of the 
card will be. 

Developing oral vocabulary Developing reading vocabulary Developing writing vocabulary

Getting started
Introduce each word on the Vocabulary Starter. Point to a 
photograph and ask: ¿Qué es esto? ¿Ves la palabra que dice 
“corazón”? Ask students to look at the word. Ask: ¿Qué notas 
en esta palabra?

Draw out information about:

• word shape;
• number of letters;
•  first letter (e.g. ¿Los nombres de quiénes de tus compañeros 

tienen la misma inicial?);
• other words that sound like the word.

Repeat with other words.

First letters
Cover the words on the Vocabulary Starter. Ask: ¿Qué letra 
esperas ver al principio de la palabra «rectángulo»? Uncover the 
word to check. Ask: ¿Qué dice esta palabra?

Make a word
Make some sentence strips with the words, Haz un/una 
[palabra de unan figura]. Give each student a sentence and a 
small piece of play dough. Have the student read it and follow 
the instructions. Ask students to pass their sentence on to the 
next person and repeat the activity. 

Match up
Make word cards for the words on the Vocabulary Starter 
and give each student a set. On a chart, draw the shapes in a 
different order to how they appear on the Vocabulary Starter. 
Have students order the word cards to match. Repeat with the 
shapes in a different order.

Despegando hacia la lectura Vocabulary Starters support  
the development of: 

• oral language
• reading
• writing

They reflect the vocabulary needs of students in the first few 
years of school (key vocabulary) and have direct relevance to 
students’ everyday lives and interests. As well, these words 
support the curriculum, including science and social studies.

This card can be:

• read as a book;
• opened up into a chart;
• folded to reveal single images one at a time.

Despegando hacia la lectura Vocabulary Starters can be used:

• to introduce new vocabulary;
•  as a word bank – displayed opened out on a bulletin board  

as a writing resource;
•  as a stimulus for discussion, (e.g. ¿Dónde ves rectángulos?);
•  to support students by linking spoken and written 

vocabulary to clear photographs;
• to build confidence using the vocabulary.

Escrito por Isabella Rivas 
Fotografías de Michael Curtain

¿Qué forma  
puedes  
ver? 

Escrito por  Isabella Rivas 
Fotografías de  Michael Curtain

Las  
formas a 
nuestro 

alrededor 

The Vocabulary Starter Formas supports 
the vocabulary used in the Despegando 
hacia la lectura Emergent stage books 
¿Qué forma puedes ver? and Las formas  
a nuestro alrededor.

Formas
Vocabulary Starter

Desarrollado por  
Eleanor Curtain Publishing

Diseñado por Derek Schneider  
Impreso en China 
por Colorcraft Ltd, Hong Kong  
Distribuido en los EE. UU. por  
Okapi Educational Publishing Inc.  
Teléfono: 866-652-7436  
Fax: 800-481-5499  
Correo electrónico: info@myokapi.com  
www.myokapi.com 
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Key vocabulary:  círculo  corazón  cuadrado  estrella  
óvalo  rectángulo  triángulo   

Blackline master: Formas

Copy this blackline master at 140%.

✂
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Experience The Power of the Pair®
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Guided Reading Levels A–B / DRA Levels 1–2
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Experience The Power of the Pair®

Early Emergent Stage, cont. | GRL: B / DRA: 2

Paired, Connected Texts  
at This Stage:

• Establish a full range of concepts  
 about print

• Introduce common stems and  
 vocabulary

• Introduce the first 26 
 high-frequency words

• Focus on phonemic awareness  
 and phonics

• Build comprehension and  
 fluency through a range of  
 reading strategies.

Unique to the Early Emergent Stage— 
a Vocabulary Starter is provided 
for each pair of titles. It introduces the 
written form of key vocabulary through 
unambiguous, labeled photographs. 
Suggestions for introducing and reusing 
vocabulary words 
are included on 
the back of each 
Vocabulary Starter.

Las verduras

zanahoria papa maíz calabaza tomate brócoli cebolla

Lesson Plan Cards  
include Before-, During-, and 
After- Reading guidance for 
each book, plus synthesizing 
activities that reinforce the 
key concepts of each pair.

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com
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Experience The Power of the Pair®

Emergent Stage | GRL: C, D / DRA: 3, 4, 6

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

• Revisit key vocabulary

• Revisit and extend  
 high-frequency words

• Build comprehension and  
 fluency through a range of  
 reading strategies

• Introduce phonologically  
 regular vocabularly (all words  
 with short vowels).

Lesson Plan Cards include Before-, 
During-, and After- Reading guidance for 
each book, plus synthesizing activities that 
reinforce the key concepts of each pair.

Usa el banco de palabras para enumerar las partes del cuerpo que tiene cada animal. 
Agrega a cada lista otra parte del cuerpo que no esté en el banco de palabras.

Banco de palabras

nariz patas ojos rodillas pie cara

Insecto Elefante

Partes del cuerpo de los animales

Evaluación

¿Puede el estudiante leer y escribir vocabulario de contenido del texto?
¿Puede el estudiante utilizar sus conocimientos sobre los animales para  
escribir una lista de partes del cuerpo?

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Sorprendentes partes de animales / La tortuga está atascada © 2015-2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Hojas para fotocopiar

Creación de un animal sorprendente

Crea un animal con las partes del cuerpo que desees (por ejemplo: nariz  
de elefante, tentáculos de pulpo, dientes de cocodrilo, alas de mariposa).

1.  ¿Qué partes de animales elegirás para tu creación animal?

2.  ¿Cómo se verá tu animal?

A continuación, dibuja a tu animal asombroso. Dale un nombre a este 
animal. Rotula las partes de su cuerpo. 

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Sorprendentes partes de animales / La tortuga está atascada © 2015-2017 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.
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Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to read 
and interact with the book again – with teacher support, 
with a partner, and independently. Choose activities that 
are appropriate for your students. 

Developing fluency
Have students work with a partner and take turns reading 
a page aloud. Encourage students to read fluently. Say:  
Traten de leer con fluidez, como si estuvieras hablando. 

Word work

Phonemic awareness and phonics
With a partner, have students find words in the book 
that have the /m/ sound (mano, mono, muchos) and the /n/ 
sound (tienen, nariz, no) or both. Make a chart with three 
sections: words with the /m/ sound, words with the /n/ 
sound, and words with both. Work with the students to 
sort the words they have found. 

Exploring words
Ask students to turn to the word bank on page 16. Ask 
them to work with a partner and take turns to give clues 
about a word in the word bank. For example: Esta parte 
del cuerpo ayuda a los animales a agarrar cosas. Está al final del 
brazo. Their partner tries to guess the word.

Writing

Modeled writing
Ask: ¿Qué animales tienen partes del cuerpo interesantes? Make 
a list of the students’ ideas. Say: Voy a escribir sobre un 
animal que tiene una parte del cuerpo asombrosa. Model this 
writing. For example: Este cocodrilo tiene dientes asombrosos. 
Sus dientes son grandes y afilados.

Independent writing
Have students refer to the list of amazing animal parts 
compiled during the Modeled writing section. Have them 
write about an animal they think has an amazing body 
part and say why they think the body part is amazing. 
Have them illustrate their writing to show the amazing 
body part.

Sharing and presenting
Display students’ writing and give the students time to 
walk by and look at each piece. Ask: ¿Qué nueva información 
han aprendido?

Before reading

Getting ready to read
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge. Draw 
a picture of a monkey and a picture of a turtle on a chart. 
(Alternatively, you could show the students a picture of 
each animal.) Ask: ¿Qué partes del cuerpo tiene una tortuga? 
¿Qué partes del cuerpo tiene un mono? ¿Qué partes del cuerpo 
tienen ambos? ¿Qué parte del cuerpo tiene sólo uno de los animales?

Vocabulary building
As needed, introduce the vocabulary from the book. This 
can be done using the Vocabulary Starter El cuerpo. Refer 
to the teacher notes on the back of the Vocabulary Starter 
for ideas on how to use this resource.

Introducing the book
Show the students a copy of the book La tortuga está atascada. 
Say: Este libro se llama La tortuga está atascada. Es sobre una 
tortuga que queda atascada en un hoyo y un mono que la ayuda a 
salir. Turn to pages 2 and 3. Ask: ¿Qué está haciendo la tortuga?  
Sí, está cavando un gran nido. Turn to pages 4 and 5. Ask:  
¿Qué ha ocurrido ahora? Respond by saying: Sí, la tortuga dice: 
–No puedo salir. ¡Ayuda! Continue turning the pages and 
talking about the illustrations, using the structure of the 
sentences in the book.

Lesson 1    Sorprendentes partes de animales Lesson 2    La tortuga está atascada

Lesson Plans

Este libro compara y hace una 
correlación entre los animales que 
tienen diferentes partes del cuerpo.
Running words: 101
Text type: Report

Cuando la tortuga se queda atascada en 
un hoyo, el mono la ayuda a salir. Pero 
luego el mono se queda atascado también.
Running words: 100
Text type: Narrative

Vocabulary
High-frequency words
a  algunos  con  del  dentro  dijo  el  entonces  
esta  este  gusta  hacer  la  mi  mis  muchos  
no  pero  puedes  puedo  qué  sacaré  sacó  
salir  tiene  tienen  un  voy  yo

Phonics  • Identifying the /m/ sound as in mano, mono, muchos and  
the /n/ sound as in tienen, nariz, no

 • Identifying the /n/ sound in the initial, middle,  
and final positions

Text features
Sorprendentes partes de animales
La tortuga est́a atascada

 • Photographic summary
 • Illustrations support and extend the story

Reading strategies  • Locating known and unknown words
 • Using pictures to solve unknown words

Key vocabulary
abajo  animales  babosa  cara  cavar  cebra  elefante  
gran  manos mono  nido  ojos  pata  patas  perro  pez  
pie  rodillas  saltaré  tigre  tortuga  

Correlations with State Standards

 Reading literature
K.RL.4 Ask and answer questions about unknown words  
in a text.
Informational texts
K.RI.9 With prompting and support, identify basic 
similarities in and differences between two texts on the  
same topic.
Foundational skills
K.RF.3a Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one  
letter–sound correspondences by producing the primary  
or many of the most frequent sound for each consonant.

Writing
K.W.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which 
they name what they are writing about and supply some 
information about the topic.
Speaking and listening
K.SL.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get 
information, or clarify something that is not understood.
Language
K.L.2a Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the 
pronoun I.

Emergent
reading stage

Level C (4)

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com

Before reading 

Getting ready to read 
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge. Draw 
a simple picture of a known animal such as a cat. Ask: ¿Qué 
partes tiene el cuerpo de este animal? Use the students’ ideas to 
label the picture. Ask students to think of another animal. 
Have students work with a partner and take turns saying 
what the animal is and the body parts it has.

Vocabulary building
As needed, introduce the vocabulary from the book. This 
can be done using the Vocabulary Starter El cuerpo. Refer 
to the teacher notes on the back of the Vocabulary Starter 
for ideas on how to use this resource.

Introducing the book
Show the students a copy of the book Sorprendentes partes 
de animales. Say: Este libro se llama Sorprendentes partes de 
animales. Trata sobre animales que tienen determinadas partes 
en su cuerpo y otros que no las tienen. Turn to pages 2 and 3. 
Say: En esta página se habla de patas. ¿Cuáles animales aquí tienen 
patas? ¿Cuáles animales no tienen? Respond using the structure 
of the sentences in the text. Say: Sí, esta cebra tiene patas, pero 
hay animales que no tienen. Continue turning the pages and 
talking about the photographs, using the structure of the 
sentences in the book.
 

Lesson 1    Sorprendentes partes de animales

Key concepts

 • All animals have body parts.

 • Different animals have  
different body parts.

During reading
Ask each student to read the text independently. Monitor 
the students as they read and support them where 
appropriate. If necessary, ask the students to stop reading 
and remind them to use the reading strategies you are 
focused on. Check that students can locate known words  
in the text. Ask: ¿Puedes señalar la palabra esta? ¿Cómo sabes 
que dice esta? Check that they can locate unknown words.  
Ask: ¿Dónde está la palabra cebra? ¿Cómo sabes que dice cebra?  
If students are having difficulty, encourage them to reread 
and point to each word as they say it.

After reading 

Talking about the book 
Ask the students to talk about the book. Promote 
discussion by choosing questions that are appropriate 
for your students. Ask them to support their answers by 
referring to the photographs and the text in the book.
¿Qué animal tiene manos? ¿Qué animales no tienen nariz? (Literal)
¿Por qué los animales tienen diferentes partes en sus cuerpos?  
(Inferential)
¿Qué otros animales y partes del cuerpo deberían haberse  
incluido en este libro? (Synthesizing)
¿Qué necesitaba saber el autor para escribir este libro? (Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Give positive feedback on the problem-solving strategies 
the students used as they read the book. Say: Me gustó la 
forma en que encontraste en el texto las palabras que ya sabías.  
Buen trabajo.
 

Vocabulary support: Sorprendentes partes de animales/ La tortuga está atascada

Use the teacher notes on the back of the Vocabulary 
Starters Mascotas, Animales del zoológico,   

and El cuerpo to support students’ vocabulary. 
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Experience The Power of the Pair®

Early Stage | GRL: E, F / DRA: 8, 10

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

• Revisit key vocabulary

• Revisit and extend  
 high-frequency words

• Carefully introduce new,  
 phonologically regular vocabulary

• Build comprehension and  
 fluency through a range  
 of reading strategies.

Lesson Plan Cards include Before-, 
During-, and After- Reading guidance for 
each book, plus synthesizing activities that 
reinforce the key concepts of each pair.

Key vocabulary
animales  feo  negra  oruga/s  ojos  verde  esconden  roja   
a salvo  serpiente  pinchos  saliva  picar/pican  sabor  sabe  mal  
hoja  pica

High-frequency words
New:  escaparse  no pueden  
comer/comen  alimentan  
mantienen alejados

Phonics •  Breaking words into syllables

•  Identifying silent “h” 

Text features

Reading strategies •  Cross-checking using syntax: Does that sound right?

•  Rereading to comprehend text

Orugas asombrosas

Orugas para el almuerzo

Early
reading stage 

Level F (10)

Lesson Plans

Orugas asombrosas brinda 
información sobre cómo algunas 
orugas se defienden de los 
depredadores.
Running words: 159
Text type: Report

En Orugas para el almuerzo, Ave está cansada de comer gusanos 
y decide comer orugas. Sin embargo, después de descubrir que 
algunas orugas tienen feo sabor, que otras pican o asustan, Ave 
decide que los gusanos son mejores después de todo.
Running words: 132
Text type: Narrative

Escribe la palabra correcta en cada oración.

Completa las oraciones Haz un cartel

Necesitarás: una hoja grande de papel, marcadores

Qué hacer: 
Escribe y dibuja para mostrar todos los datos asombrosos que conoces sobre  

las orugas.

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Orugas asombrosas / Orugas para el almuerzo  © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Common Core State Standards

 Reading literature
1.RL.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a 
story, using key details.
Informational texts
1.RI.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures 
or other illustrations and information provided by the words 
in a text.
Foundational skills
1.RF.3b Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

Writing
1.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name 
a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some 
sense of closure.
Speaking and listening
1.SL.1b Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding 
to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
Language
1.L.1g Use frequently occurring conjunctions.

Evaluación
¿Puede el estudiante completar adecuadamente cada oración?
¿Puede el estudiante escribir cada palabra frecuente correctamente?

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Orugas asombrosas / Orugas para el almuerzo © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

•  Summary chart

•  Labeled photographs

•  Simple and compound sentences

_________ me gusta comer gusanos.

No me gusta _______ gusanos.

No ______ gusta comer gusanos.

No me ________ comer gusanos.

   Tarjeta de actividadesHojas para fotocopiar
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Before reading 

Getting ready to read 
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge. Say: 
¿Alguna vez han visto una oruga? ¿Qué aspecto tenía? ¿Dónde la 
vieron? ¿Qué estaba haciendo? ¿Qué más saben sobre las orugas? 
List students’ suggestions on the board.

Vocabulary building
As needed, introduce the vocabulary from the book. List 
words from the book that students may find challenging, 
such as a salvo, esconden, picar, pinchos, sabor, olor and saliva. 
Talk about what each one means. Have students practice 
using the words by giving clues to a partner, such as Esto es 
algo que percibimos con la nariz. 

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of the book. Say: Este libro nos da 
información sobre cómo las orugas se protegen de los animales que se 
las quieren comer. Introduce the reading strategy by writing the 
first sentence from the book on the board: Muchos animales 
__________ orugas. Ask: ¿Qué palabra se adapta a esta frase: 
come o comen? Talk about the need to think about what 
word sounds right in this sentence. Ask: ¿Lo decimos así?

During reading
As each student reads the text independently, monitor and 
support them where appropriate. If necessary, ask students 
to stop reading and remind them to use the reading 
strategies you are focused on. Look for students who are 
cross-checking using syntax as they read. Notice when this 
behavior occurs and give positive feedback to the student. 
Encourage this behavior. For example, say: Leíste: “Muchas 
orugas se escondieron para mantenerse a salvo”. ¿Es así cómo lo 
diríamos? ¿Suena bien? ¿Qué otra plabra tendría sentido aquí  
y sonaría bien?

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to reread 
and interact with the book – with teacher support, with 
a partner, and independently. Choose activities that are 
appropriate for your students. 

Developing fluency
Model reading several pages of the book using phrasing. 
Say: Leer algunas palabras seguidas me ayuda a que mis lecturas 
tengan fluidez y sentido. Have students read the text aloud to 
a partner. 

Word work

Phonemic awareness and phonics
Say: Las palabras pueden tener varias partes. Demonstrate 
clapping the syllables in the students’ names. Draw a 
four-column chart on the board.

1 2 3 4

Have students say words from the book and then count 
the syllables. Add the words to the appropriate column 
on the chart.

Exploring words
Say: Hemos aprendido que algunas orugas se mantienen a salvo 
porque tienen mal sabor. ¿Que otras palabras se pueden usar para 
describir el mal sabor? Make a list, such as amargo, ácido. Ask: 
¿Que otras palabras se pueden usar para describir cosas que saben 
bien? (delicioso, dulce, rico)

Writing

Modeled writing
Say: Quiero escribir un informe sobre [los gusanos]. Model 
brainstorming a concept map of all the things you know 
about worms. Think aloud as you use these ideas to make 
a short text modeled on the book. 

Independent writing
Have the students write a report about an animal that 
they know about. Encourage them to refer to the book to 
support their writing.

Sharing and presenting
Have students display their writing around the room. They 
can then walk around the room reading and responding 
to each other’s work. Students could award stars when 
they come across a fact they did not previously know.

Before reading 

Getting ready to read 
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge. Ask: 
¿Qué comen las aves? ¿Comería orugas un ave? ¿Qué podrían hacer 
las orugas para evitar que el ave se las coma?

Vocabulary building
As needed, introduce the vocabulary from the book. Write 
agh and ñam on the board. Ask: ¿Qué significan estas palabras? 
¿Cómo puedes saber cuál es cada una? ¿Cuándo podrían aparecer 
en un libro? List and discuss any other words that you think 
may be challenging for the students. 

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of the book. Say: Esta es una historia 
sobre lo que ocurrió cuando Ave decidió empezar a comer orugas 
en vez de comer gusanos. ¿Han leído alguna vez algo que dejó de 
tener sentido? ¿Qué hicieron? Draw out that when you notice 
a mistake, rereading the last sentence or two can help you 
to work out what went wrong. Say: Hoy cuando estén leyendo, 
presten atención a los momentos en los que necesiten volver a leer.

During reading
As each student reads the text independently, monitor and 
support them where appropriate. If necessary, ask students 
to stop reading and remind them to use the reading 
strategies you are focused on. Look for students who are 
using the rereading strategy. Encourage this behavior. For 
example, say: Observé que cuando cometiste un error volviste a 
leer la oración. Eso es lo que hacen los buenos lectores. Support 
students when you notice they are having difficulty. For 
example, say: ¿Qué podría ayudarte a resolverlo? ¿Has probado 
volver a leer esa página?

Lesson 1    Orugas asombrosasas Lesson 2    Orugas para el almuerzo

After reading 

Talking about the book 
Ask the students to talk about the book. Encourage 
discussion by choosing questions that are appropriate 
for your students. Ask them to support their answers by 
referring to the illustrations and the text in the book.
¿Qué decidió comer Ave en vez de gusanos? (Literal)
¿Por qué Ave decidió que ya no le gustaban los gusanos? 
(Inferential)
¿Por qué Ave decidió volver a comer gusanos? (Synthesizing)
¿Es una buena idea que un animal trate de comer un tipo de 
alimento diferente? ¿Por qué? (Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Give positive feedback on the reading strategies the 
students used as they read the book. For example, say: 
Observé que volviste a leer la página donde Ave dijo que estaba harto 
de comer gusanos. ¿Por qué lo hiciste? Elicit how the rereading 
helped with comprehension. Say: Eso es lo que hacen los buenos 
lectores.

Reading comprehension support

•   Humorous illustrations support the story.
•   The first page clearly sets up the problem.
•   New vocabulary is supported by the context.

After reading 

Talking about the book 
Ask the students to talk about the book. Encourage 
discussion by choosing questions that are appropriate 
for your students. Ask them to support their answers by 
referring to the photographs and the text in the book.
¿Por qué las orugas necesitan protegerse a sí mismas? 
 (Literal)
¿Todas las orugas se mantienen a salvo de la misma manera? 
(Inferential)
¿Podrían estos mecanismos de defensa mantener a las orugas a salvo 
todo el tiempo? ¿Por qué? ¿Por qué no? (Synthesizing)
Refer to the list made prior to reading the book. Ask: ¿Qué 
nueva información obtuvimos a partir de la lectura de este libro? 
(Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Give positive feedback on the reading strategies the 
students used as they read the book. For example, say:  
Observé que dejaste de leer cuando algo no sonaba bien. Eso es lo 
que hacen los buenos lectores.

Reading comprehension support

•   The text pattern is predictable as it moves from the 
general “many” to the specific “this” on each spread.

•   Key vocabulary is clearly illustrated with 
photographs.

•   Key ideas are closely linked to explanatory 
photographs.

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to reread and 
interact with the book – with teacher support, with a partner, 
and independently. Choose activities that are appropriate for 
your students. 

Developing fluency
Point out the exclamation points on page 6. Model thinking 
aloud as you read. For example, say: Observo las rayas. Esto me indica 
que alguien está hablando. Busco la linea de diálogo ( —) y la palabra 
“dijo”  para saber quién está hablando. Observo los signos de exclamación. 
Me indican que debo enfatizar la palabra. Have the students read the 
text aloud to a partner. Focus on expressive reading.

Word work

Phonemic awareness and phonics
Ask the students to look through the book to locate and list all 
of the words that start with the letter “h” (hambre, harto, hoy). 
Talk with students about the fact that the letter “h” doesn’t 
have a sound (La “h” es muda.) Students should then look 
through other familiar books to find and list words with “h”.

Exploring words
On the board, write: Hoy no voy a _____ gusanos. Ask: ¿Que palabra 
podemos usar para completar la oración? ¿Cómo se escribe “comer”? Repeat, 
removing a different high-frequency word from the sentence each 
time. Have the students complete the Blackline master.

Writing

Modeled writing
Tell the students about a time when you exclaimed in 
surprise or shock. For example, say: Anoche encontré una araña 
en mi cama. —¡Ayuda! ¡Saquen esa araña de mi cama! —dije.  
Say: Quiero escribir lo que dije para que todos sepan cómo lo dije. 
Model thinking about using an exclamation point. 

Independent writing
Have the students draw scenarios where they have been 
surprised or shocked. Ask them to add speech balloons that 
show what they said. Encourage the use of exclamation 
points to show surprise or shock.

Sharing and presenting
Have students read their exclamations to the class.

When students have read both books, ask: ¿Qué sabemos 
sobre las orugas a partir de la lectura de estos dos libros?
You could collate this information in a chart showing 

which book had which information. Students could 
explore this further by completing the Activity card.

Synthesizing: Talk about the pair

Key concept
•   Caterpillars have many adaptations  

that enable them to defend themselves.

Key concept
•   Caterpillars have many different  

ways of discouraging animals  
from eating them.
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Key vocabulary
animales  feo  negra  oruga/s  ojos  verde  esconden  roja   
a salvo  serpiente  pinchos  saliva  picar/pican  sabor  sabe  mal  
hoja  pica

High-frequency words
New:  escaparse  no pueden  
comer/comen  alimentan  
mantienen alejados

Phonics •  Breaking words into syllables

•  Identifying silent “h” 

Text features

Reading strategies •  Cross-checking using syntax: Does that sound right?

•  Rereading to comprehend text

Orugas asombrosas

Orugas para el almuerzo

Early
reading stage 

Level F (10)

Lesson Plans

Orugas asombrosas brinda 
información sobre cómo algunas 
orugas se defienden de los 
depredadores.
Running words: 159
Text type: Report

En Orugas para el almuerzo, Ave está cansada de comer gusanos 
y decide comer orugas. Sin embargo, después de descubrir que 
algunas orugas tienen feo sabor, que otras pican o asustan, Ave 
decide que los gusanos son mejores después de todo.
Running words: 132
Text type: Narrative

Escribe la palabra correcta en cada oración.

Completa las oraciones Haz un cartel

Necesitarás: una hoja grande de papel, marcadores

Qué hacer: 
Escribe y dibuja para mostrar todos los datos asombrosos que conoces sobre  

las orugas.

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Orugas asombrosas / Orugas para el almuerzo  © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Common Core State Standards

 Reading literature
1.RL.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a 
story, using key details.
Informational texts
1.RI.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures 
or other illustrations and information provided by the words 
in a text.
Foundational skills
1.RF.3b Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

Writing
1.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name 
a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some 
sense of closure.
Speaking and listening
1.SL.1b Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding 
to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.
Language
1.L.1g Use frequently occurring conjunctions.

Evaluación
¿Puede el estudiante completar adecuadamente cada oración?
¿Puede el estudiante escribir cada palabra frecuente correctamente?

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans Orugas asombrosas / Orugas para el almuerzo © 2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

•  Summary chart

•  Labeled photographs

•  Simple and compound sentences

_________ me gusta comer gusanos.

No me gusta _______ gusanos.

No ______ gusta comer gusanos.

No me ________ comer gusanos.

   Tarjeta de actividadesHojas para fotocopiar
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Transitional Stage | GRL: G, H / DRA: 12, 14

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

•  Increase the complexity of  
language structures

• Revisit and extend high-frequency  
 words

• Carefully introduce new,  
 phonologically regular vocabulary

• Further develop comprehension  
 and fluency through a range of  
 reading strategies.

Lesson Plan Cards include Before-, 
During-, and After- Reading guidance for 
each book, plus synthesizing activities that 
reinforce the key concepts of each pair.

Recorta las oraciones y las imágenes a continuación.

Coloca cada imagen debajo de las palabras que coinciden con ella y forma  
una larga tira de papel. Asegúrate de colocar los pasos en el orden correcto.  
Utiliza ¿Qué necesitan las plantas? como ayuda.

Ordena los pasos

Evaluación
¿Puede el estudiante hacer coincidir el texto con las fotografías?
¿Puede el estudiante poner el texto en el orden correcto?

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans ¿Qué necesitan las plantas? / El gran concurso de cultivo de calabazas © 2015-2020 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Colocamos una semilla de 
frijol entre el papel y el vaso.

Observamos las semillas. 
Esto es lo que vimos:

Pusimos un poco de agua en 
uno de los vasos de plástico.

Colocamos ambos vasos en 
un sitio soleado.

Tomamos dos vasos de 
plástico.

Enrollamos unas hojas de 
papel y las pusimos dentro 
de los vasos de plástico.

✂

Hojas para fotocopiar

3 días 5 días 7 días

semilla con agua 

semilla sin agua

Before reading 

Getting ready to read 
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge. Ask 
them to draw a plant and label its parts, then to share their 
pictures with a partner. Ask: ¿Qué necesitan las plantas para 
crecer? Discuss and list students’ ideas on a chart.

Vocabulary building
As needed, introduce the vocabulary from the book. Write 
flores, hojas, and raíces on the board. Ask students to look 
at the pictures they drew during the Getting ready to read 
stage. Ask: ¿Han utilizado estas etiquetas en sus dibujos? Give 
students time to add the labels if necessary. Write the word 
experimento on the board. Ask: ¿Qué es esta palabra? ¿Qué 
significa? Discuss responses.

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of the book. Say: Este libro se llama 
¿Qué necesitan las plantas? Tiene dos experimentos. En uno de 
ellos se comprueba si las plantas necesitan agua para crecer. En el 
otro experimento se comprueba si las plantas necesitan luz solar para 
crecer.  Ask students to browse through the book. Discuss 
the layout. For example, on pages 4 and 5, ask: ¿Por qué están 
numerados los fragmentos de texto?

During reading
As each student reads the text independently, monitor and 
support them where appropriate. If necessary, ask them to 
stop reading and remind them to use the reading strategies 
you are focused on. Check that students are aware of the 
structure of the text – a personal narrative. Check if they 
can use this knowledge to help them decode. Ask: ¿Qué te 
dice esta afirmación? Sí, te cuenta lo que hicieron. ¿Qué hicieron 
después? ¿Cómo lo sabes? Sí, los números te cuentan lo que hicieron 
a continuación.

Lesson 1    ¿Qué necesitan las plantas? 

After reading 

Talking about the book 
Ask the students to talk about the book. Encourage 
discussion by choosing questions that are appropriate 
for your students. Ask them to support their answers by 
referring to the photographs and the text in the book.
¿Qué se probó en el primer experimento? (Literal)
¿Las plantas necesitan agua para crecer? ¿Las plantas necesitan  
luz solar para crecer? Explíquenlo. (Inferential)
¿Qué otro experimento podrías hacer con plantas? (Synthesizing)
Funcionarían estos experimentos para todo tipo de plantas? 
(Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Give positive feedback on the reading strategies the 
students used as they read the book. For example, say:  
Me gusta que sabes que debes leer cada paso de este procedimiento 
en orden para que tenga sentido. Buen trabajo.

Reading comprehension support

•  Photographs support the written text.
•  Headings clearly indicate the content of the section.
•   Numbered steps clearly indicate the order of the 

procedure.

¿Qué 
necesitan 

las plantas?

Escrito por Patrick Lay 
Fotografías de Michael Curtain

Key concepts
•  Plants have needs.
•  Plants need water to grow.
•  Plants need sunlight to grow.

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to reread 
and interact with the book – with teacher support, with 
a partner, and independently. Choose activities that are 
appropriate for your students. 

Developing fluency
Pairs of students could read the book together – one 
reads the steps while the other role-plays the actions. 
Students then change roles. Say: Tienen que leer cada 
indicación con claridad para que su compañero sepa qué hacer. 
Students could complete the Blackline master and then 
read it fluently to a partner.

Word work

Phonemic awareness and phonics
Clap each syllable as you say the word experimento. Ask: 
¿Cuántas sílabas tiene esta palabra? Pairs of students could 
find and list five words with one syllable (es, luz, dos, de, 
los, con, sin) and five with two syllables (papel, solar, hoja, 
planta, vaso) in the book.

Exploring words
Select nouns from the text: planta, hoja, semilla, experimento, 
semillero, plástico, cinta, frijol, papel, raíz, luz. Ask students to 
form the plurals of these nouns by adding “-s” or “-es” at 
the end. Note: For frijol and papel, add “-es.” For raíz and 
luz, change the final “z” to a “c” and add “-es.”

Writing

Modeled writing
Ask: ¿Qué sabemos ahora sobre las plantas? Brainstorm 
and list ideas. Use the list to model writing a simple 
sentence, for example: Las plantas necesitan agua. Say: Esta 
es una oración simple. Contiene una sola idea. Model writing a 
compound sentence, for example: Sabemos que las plantas 
necesitan agua porque la semilla sin agua no creció.  Say: Esta es 
una oración compuesta, porque tiene más de una idea.

Independent writing
Ask students to write one simple sentence and one 
compound sentence about plants. 

Sharing and presenting
Read aloud the sentences to the group. Ask students to 
decide whether each sentence is simple or compound.

Before reading 

Getting ready to read 
Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge. 
Ask: ¿Quién ha cultivado vegetales en su jardín? ¿Quién ha visto un 
huerto? Invite students to share their personal stories about 
growing vegetables. Ask: ¿Cómo cuidas de los vegetales que 
cultivas? List students’ ideas.

Vocabulary building
As needed, introduce the vocabulary from the book. 
Say: En este relato hay tres hermanos: el menor, el del medio y el 
mayor. También hay un rey, que organiza un concurso de cultivo de 
calabazas. Write each character’s name on the board. Ask 
students to draw and label a picture of the characters. 

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of the book. Say: Este libro trata 
sobre tres hermanos que entran en un concurso de cultivo de 
calabazas organizado por el rey. Pero el problema es que el hermano 
menor hace todo el trabajo. Talk through the book. Point out 
the characters and say their names. Ask students to predict 
what is happening in the pictures. For example, on pages 10 
and 11, ask: ¿Qué hace el hermano menor? ¿Qué hacen los otros 
hermanos?

During reading
As each student reads the text independently, monitor and 
support them where appropriate. If necessary, ask them to 
stop reading and remind them to use the reading strategies 
you are focused on. Ask: ¿Qué tipo de historia es? ¿Has visto 
antes otras historias como esta?  Elicit that it is a traditional 
tale. Give examples that the students may know, such as 
Cenicienta and La Bella Durmiente. Say: Saber qué tipo de historia 
estás leyendo puede ayudarte a leer las palabras y entender el relato.

Lesson 1    ¿Qué necesitan las plantas? Lesson 2    El gran concurso de cultivo de calabazas

Escrito por Kerrie Shanahan 
Ilustrado por Ian Forss 

El gran  
concurso de cultivo  

de calabazas

Key vocabulary
agua  agujero  calabaza  crecer  crecieron  creció  cultivar  
experimentos  flores  frijol  hermano  hierbas  hojas  luz solar  malas  
mayor  medio  oro  planta/s  planta de semillero  raíces  semilla

High-frequency words
New:  ahora  encantaban  
intentaremos  menor  necesitan  
pudiera 

Phonics •   Identifying the syllables in words

•   Identifying the two sounds of the letter “c” 

Text features

Reading strategies •  Recognizing and using knowledge of text structure

•  Making text-to-text connections (link to traditional tale)

Lesson Plans

¿Qué necesitan las plantas? contiene 
dos experimentos que ponen 
a prueba lo que las plantas 
necesitan para crecer.
Running words: 227
Text type: Personal narrative

Tres hermanos entran en el concurso 
de cultivo de calabazas del rey, pero 
sólo el hermano menor trabaja duro 
para intentar ganar el oro.
Running words: 314
Text type: Narrative

¿Qué 
necesitan 

las plantas?

Escrito por Patrick Lay 
Fotografías de Michael Curtain Escrito por Kerrie Shanahan 

Ilustrado por Ian Forss 

El gran  
concurso de cultivo  

de calabazas

Correlations with State Standards

 Reading literature
1.RL.9  Compare and contrast the adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories.
Informational texts
1.RI.6  Distinguish between information provided by 
pictures or other illustrations and information provided by 
the words in a text.
Foundational skills
1.RF.3d  Use knowledge that every syllable must have a 
vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a 
printed word.

Writing
1.W.1  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the 
topic or name the book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide  
some sense of closure.
Speaking and listening
1.SL.3  Ask and answer questions about what a speaker 
says in order to gather additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood.
Language
1.L.1j  Produce and expand complete simple and compound 
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory 
sentences in response to prompts.

¿Qué necesitan las plantas? 

El gran concurso de cultivo de 
calabazas

•  Step-by-step written and photographic directions
•  Callout boxes with a “Find out” problem
•  Repetitive structures; simple and compound sentences

Transitional 
reading stage 

Level H (14)

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com

Juego de memoria

Despegando hacia la lectura Lesson Plans ¿Qué necesitan las plantas? / El gran concurso de cultivo de calabazas © 2015-2020 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

El hermano menor cultivó 
la mejor calabaza y la más 
grande.

El hermano menor regó las 
semillas.

El hermano menor quitó las 
malas hierbas.

La hoja que no recibió luz 
solar se volvió amarilla.

Esta planta tiene flores, 
hojas y raíces.

La semilla que recibió agua 
creció.

✂

Tarjeta de actividades

Recorta las tarjetas a continuación. 
Con un compañero, utiliza los dos conjuntos de tarjetas para  
practicar un juego de memoria. 
Hagan coincidir una tarjeta de oración con una que contenga una imagen.  
La imagen debe mostrar lo que dice la oración.
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Early Fluent Stage | GRL: I, J / DRA: 16, 18

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

•  Support sustained reading with  
chapter books

• Increase conceptual load

•  Increase complexity of language 
structures

•  Include less common letter combinations 
in the vocabulary

• Develop comprehension and fluency  
 through a range of reading  
 strategies.

Lesson Plan Cards include Before-, 
During-, and After- Reading guidance for 
each book, plus synthesizing activities that 
reinforce the key concepts of each pair.

Lesson 1 Comida divertida para preparar y comer

Before reading

Getting ready to read
Support the students in activating their prior knowledge. 
Ask: ¿Han cocinado alguna vez? List the foods that students have 
cooked. Ask: ¿Cómo supieron qué cosas usar para cocinar? ¿Cómo 
supieron qué hacer? ¿Alguna vez han utilizado una receta para cocinar 
algo? ¿Qué nos dicen las recetas? ¿Cómo se escriben? Have students 
look at some simple recipe books to answer these questions.

Vocabulary building
Ask students to work with a partner to brainstorm a list 
of words that they might see in a recipe book. Invite the 
students to share their lists.

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of Comida divertida para preparar  
y comer and have them read the title and the contents page. 
Ask: ¿Cómo llamamos a los libros que nos dicen cómo preparar una 
comida? Direct the students to the contents page. Ask: ¿Qué 
comida de este libro de recetas les gustaría preparar? Turn to one 
of the recipes the students choose, for example, Barco de 
manzana on pages 10 and 11. Ask: ¿Quién puede encontrar 
la parte de la receta que dice lo que se necesita? ¿Quién puede 
encontrar la parte de la receta que indica lo que se debe hacer? 
¿Cuántos pasos tiene esta receta? Have the students prepare for 
reading by thinking and talking about the book with your 
support.

During reading
As each student reads the text independently, monitor 
and support them where appropriate. If necessary, ask 
the students to stop reading and remind them to use the 
reading strategies you are focused on. For example, check 
that students know how to read a procedure. Ask: ¿Cómo 
funcionan las recetas? ¿Qué partes tiene una receta? ¿Cómo se sabe 
lo que se necesita para hacer esta receta? ¿Qué parte de la página 
indica qué hacer? ¿Cómo se sabe en qué orden hacer las cosas? ¿Qué 
significa el símbolo del gorro de cocinero?

After reading

Talking about the book
Have the students talk about the book. Promote discussion 
by choosing questions that are appropriate for your 
students. Ask them to support their thinking by referring 
to the photographs and the text in the book.
¿Cuántos pasos hay en la receta de la cara de pizza? ¿Qué cosas se 
necesitan para hacer los barcos de manzana?  (Literal)
¿Por qué algunas partes de las recetas tienen un símbolo que significa 
que un adulto debe ayudar? ¿Por qué en la introducción dice que 
los alimentos de las recetas nos ayudarán a mantenernos activos y 
saludables? (Inferential)
¿Qué otras recetas se podrían incluir en este libro? (Synthesizing)
¿Encontrarían todas las personas que estas recetas son “divertidas de 
hacer”? ¿Por qué? (Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Encourage students to identify what they did to help 
themselves as readers. Ask: Nombra algunas de las cosas que 
hiciste para ayudarte a encontrarle sentido a este libro.  
If appropriate, comment on how well the students 
recognized the different parts of a recipe. For example,  
you could say:  Me di cuenta de que leíste las partes de las recetas 
en el orden correcto. 

Reading comprehension support

•  Clear photographs match each step.
•  Steps are numbered.
•  A symbol indicates where adult help is needed.

Key concepts

•   Some foods help to keep you  
active and healthy.

•   Ingredients can be combined  
in particular ways to make tasty, 
interesting food.

Hojas para fotocopiar
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Evaluación
¿Puede el estudiante establecer la secuencia correcta de los pasos del procedimiento? 
¿Puede el estudiante usar un lenguaje apropiado para escribir los pasos del procedimiento?

¿Adónde va cada paso?

Utiliza el libro Comida divertida para preparar y comer como referencia. Recorta  
las fotografías de cada paso y pégalas en el orden correcto en otra hoja de papel.  
Escribe tus propias instrucciones para acompañar cada fotografía.

Barco de manzana

Persona de pan

Cara de pizza

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com

Lesson 2 El nuevo cocinero de la reinaLesson 1 Comida divertida para preparar y comer

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to reread 
and interact with the book – with teacher support, with 
a partner, and independently. Choose activities that are 
appropriate for your students.

Developing fluency
In pairs, students could demonstrate one of the recipes 
from the book. One student could read out the steps while 
the other student could act out completing each step. 
Encourage students to read fluently. Say: Su voz debe ser 
suave y clara para que su compañero sepa exactamente qué hacer.

Word work 
Phonics
Write the word “galleta” on the board. Ask: ¿Qué letras 
hacen el sonido /ʎ/ en esta palabra? (“ll”) Ask students to 
look for another word in the book that has this sound 
(parrilla, palillo, rallado, lleguen). Students could also look 
through familiar books to find other words that use “ll” to 
represent this sound.

Exploring words
Ask students to list the first word in each of the steps in 
each recipe (unta, espolvorea, tuesta, coloca, cocina). Ask: ¿Qué 
tienen estas palabras en común? ¿Qué es lo que indican?  Say: 
Estas palabras se llaman verbos de acción. Nos indican lo que hay 
que hacer. Students could talk with a partner about other 
action verbs. Make a group list.

Writing
Students could talk with partners about ideas for recipes 
similar to the ones in the book. Using these ideas, students 
could then write their own recipes. Encourage them to 
use a symbol that shows when they need adult help. Invite 
students to invent their own symbol.

Sharing and presenting
Students could share their recipes with the group.

Before reading

Getting ready to read
Support the students in activating their prior knowledge. 
Say: Imagínense que van a participar en un concurso de cocina. ¿Qué 
plato prepararían? Students could talk with a partner about 
their ideas, and then share them with the group.

Vocabulary building
Write out some of the content vocabulary from the book 
onto blank cards (cocinero, panqueques, verduras etc). Hand 
out a word card to each student. In pairs, students could 
take turns to discuss the meanings of each of their words. 
Partners can then report back to the whole group about 
their words and what they mean.

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of El nuevo cocinero de la reina and 
have them read the title. Say: ¿Qué clase de libro esperamos que 
sea este? Sí, el título suena a una historia o a una narrativa. Miren 
brevemente el libro para encontrar otras pruebas para respaldar su 
predicción. Have the students look through the book and 
talk about their thoughts. Prompt them to notice the 
characters and the dialogue. For example, on page 5 you 
could say: ¿Quién puede ver a la reina Carolina? ¿Por qué estarán 
tantos chefs escuchando a un mensajero de la reina? 

During reading
Ask each student to read the text independently. 
Monitor the students as they read and support them 
where appropriate. If necessary, remind them to use the 
reading strategies you are focused on. Are the students 
making predictions that are realistic for the story and the 
genre? Say: Hacer predicciones no es lo mismo que adivinar. Las 
predicciones tienen que coincidir con la historia. Esta historia suena 
como un cuento tradicional. ¿Cuáles son algunas de las cosas que 
suceden en los cuentos? ¿Qué podría suceder en esta historia? Al ir 
leyendo, es posible que tengan que cambiar su predicción.

Lesson Plans

••  Identifying the phoneme /ʎ/ as in galleta

••   Identifying the hard sound of “c” /k/ as in caramelo; and the 
soft sound /s/ as in cerezas

Phonics

  
••   Headings; numbered steps and photographs; a ‘try this’ section 

••  Dialogue

Text features 
Comida divertida para  
preparar y comer
El nuevo cocinero de la reina

Content vocabulary
activo  frijoles  parrilla  pastel  caramelo  zanahorias  apio  chef  cocinero/s  cerezas  chocolate   
molde de galletas  taza  jamón  delicatessen  delicioso  salsa  helado  derrita  nueces  horno   
panqueques  pan  pita  arvejas  pizza  plato  poner  recetas  pincho  rebanada  guisado  cucharada   
palillo de dientes  verduras  saludable/s  torta  coloca  sumerge

El nuevo cocinero de la reina es una narración sobre una reina que 
organiza un concurso para encontrar un nuevo cocinero. Los 
cocineros de toda la región participan del concurso y hacen los 
más dulces y cremosos postres. Pero una cocinera que hace un 
guiso saludable gana el concurso. 

Running words: 533
Text type: Narrative

Comida divertida para preparar y 
comer es un texto de instrucciones 
que contiene cinco recetas. Cada 
receta es divertida de hacer y utiliza 
alimentos sanos.

Running words: 419
Text type: Procedure

Early Fluent
reading stage 

Level J (18)

Correlations with State Standards

Reading literature
2.RL.5  Describe the overall structure of a story, including 
describing how the beginning introduces the story and the 
ending concludes the action.
Informational texts
2.RI.8  Describe how reasons support specific points the 
author makes in a text.
Foundational skills
2.RF.3c  Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with 
long vowels. 

Writing
2.W.1  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the 
topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, 
supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words 
to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding 
statement or section.
Speaking and listening
2.SL.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation in order to provide requested detail or 
clarification.
Language
2.L.4d  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words  
to predict the meaning of compound words.

••  Recognizing and using text features (procedure)
••  Making predictions

Reading strategies
Tarjeta de actividades

Piensa en lo que has aprendido sobre la comida. Utiliza estos 
conocimientos para planear un menú saludable y sabroso que  
te gustaría comer.

Planea un menú
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Fluent Stage | GRL: K, L, M / DRA: 20, 24, 28

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

• Support sustained reading with  
 chapter books

• Increase the conceptual load

• Increase the complexity of  
 language structures

•  Include less common letter combinations 
in the vocabulary

• Develop comprehension and fluency  
 through a range of reading  
 strategies.

Lesson Plan Cards include Before-, 
During-, and After- Reading guidance for 
each book, plus synthesizing activities that 
reinforce the key concepts of each pair.

Evaluación
¿Puede el estudiante utilizar el conocimiento del contenido para practicar un juego? 
¿Puede el estudiante recordar la información del texto?

Memoria animal

Qué hacer: 

1. Recorten las siguientes tarjetas. 
2.  Trabajen con un compañero y coloquen las tarjetas boca abajo en tres grupos 

diferentes (animales, alimentos que ingieren, partes del cuerpo que los ayudan  
a comer los alimentos). 

3.  Túrnense para tomar una tarjeta de cada pila. Si las tres tarjetas coinciden, 
guárdenlas y tomen otro turno. Continúen hasta que no queden más tarjetas.

Animal Alimentos Parte del cuerpo

castor murciélago 
vampiro

corteza, 
hojas,  
hierba

sangre dientes
sensores  
y dientes 
afilados

jirafa oso  
hormiguero

hojas hormigas, 
termitas

cuello largo 
y lengua 

larga

garras 
afiladas, 

hocico largo, 
lengua 

pegajosa

colibrí buitre

néctar  
de las flores

animales 
muertos

pico largo  
y delgado, 

lengua 
acanalada  

y alas ágiles

alas fuertes, 
buen sentido 

del olfato

araña hiena

insectos animales 
muertos 

colmillos 
con veneno

mandíbulas 
y dientes 
fuertes, 

ácido fuerte 
en el 

estómago
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Hojas para fotocopiar

  ✂

Lesson 1  Las características físicas adecuadas

Before reading

Getting ready to read
Support the students in activating their prior knowledge. 
Have the students look through factual books about 
animals. Ask them to discuss what they see. Say: ¿Qué 
alimentos comen estos animales? ¿Cómo obtendrán estos alimentos? 
Muchos animales tienen partes del cuerpo que les ayudan a obtener 
los alimentos que necesitan.

Vocabulary building
Write a list of the animals from the book on a chart 
(castores, jirafas, colibríes, arañas, murciélagos vampiro, osos 
hormigueros, buitres, hienas). Say: Estos animales aparecen en el 
libro que vamos a leer. Todos estos animales tienen partes del cuerpo 
que les ayudan a obtener los alimentos que necesitan. ¿Cuáles 
podrían ser estas partes del cuerpo? Make a list.

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of Las características físicas adecuadas 
and have them read the title. Refer students to pages 2 and 3 
and have them read the contents page. Ask: ¿Cómo se organiza 
la información en este libro? Have the students choose an animal 
listed on the contents page. Then have them turn to that 
page and look at the photographs and captions. Ask: ¿Qué 
características físicas utilizan los animales para obtener alimento?

During reading
Ask each student to read the text independently. Monitor 
the students as they read and support them where 
appropriate. If necessary, ask the students to stop reading 
and remind them to use the reading strategies you are 
focused on. For example, are the students able to read 
the summary chart on pages 22 and 23? Do students 
understand the purpose of a summary chart like this one? 
Ask: ¿Acerca de qué es este cuadro? ¿Por qué la autora incluyó este 
cuadro en el libro? ¿Crees que es una buena manera de presentar la 
información? ¿Por qué?

After reading

Talking about the book
Have the students talk about the book. Promote discussion 
by choosing questions that are appropriate for your 
students. Ask them to support their thinking by referring 
to the photographs and the text in the book.
¿Qué ayuda a la jirafa a obtener el alimento que necesita? Las 
arañas y los osos hormigueros no tienen dientes. ¿Cómo comen su 
alimento? (Literal)
¿Por qué los animales tienen partes del cuerpo con diferentes formas 
y tamaños? El aspecto de un animal, ¿qué indicios nos proporciona 
acerca de lo que ese animal podría comer? (Inferential)
Piensen en otro animal que podría haberse incluido en este libro. 
¿Qué información se podría haber escrito acerca de este animal?
(Synthesizing)
¿Qué necesitaba saber la autora para escribir este libro? (Critical)

Reviewing reading strategies
Encourage students to identify what they did to help 
themselves as readers. Ask: Menciona algunas de las cosas que 
hiciste que te ayudaron a entender este libro. ¿Qué estrategias 
usaste? If appropriate, comment on how well the students 
interpreted the summary chart. Say: Eso es una buena lectura. 
Los buenos lectores saben leer información que se presenta de 
diferentes formas.

Reading comprehension support

•   The introduction and conclusion state and  
restate the key concepts.

•  Labeled photographs support and extend the text.
•  Headings and sub-headings signal content.

Key concepts

•   Some animals eat food that is  
difficult to reach, collect, or get to. 

•   These animals have the right body  
parts to get the foods they need.

Lesson Plans

••  "Reglas de acentuación de las palabras llanas"
••   Identifying the blends “gr”, “fr”, “br”, and “tr”

Phonics

  
••   Headings; sub-headings; fact boxes
••   Summary chart with photographs

••   Dialogue
••   Contents page; chapters with headings

Text features
Las características físicas 
adecuadas 

Arturo presta ayuda

••   Reading and interpreting a summary chart
••   Using word parts or syllables to decode

Reading strategies

Content vocabulary ácido  oso hormiguero  hormigas  pico  castores  sangre  garras  
vista  colmillos  flores  jirafa  roer  saltamontes  suspendido  
colibrí/es  hiena  insectos  exprimiendo  hojas  néctar  veneno  
presas  carroñeros  hocico  arañas  estómago  chupar  chupaba  
sobrevivir  dientes  termitas  espinas  espinoso  lengua  
características  buitres  murciélagos vampiros

Arturo presta ayuda es una narración acerca de un oso hormiguero 
llamado Arturo. Los otros animales piensan que comer 
hormigas es asqueroso, de modo que Arturo decide dejar de 
comerlas. Pronto, los animales tienen un montón de problemas 
con las hormigas. Después de todo, se dan cuenta de que 
necesitan que Arturo coma hormigas. 

Running words: 658
Text type: Narrative

En Las características físicas 
adecuadas, se explica cómo los 
animales utilizan diferentes 
partes del cuerpo para obtener 
los alimentos que necesitan.

Running words: 737
Text type: Explanation

Fluent
reading stage 

Level L (24)

Correlations with State Standards

Reading literature 
2.RL.4  Describe how words and phrases supply rhythm and 
meaning in a story, poem, or song.
Informational texts
2.RI.8  Describe how reasons support specific points the 
author makes in a text.
Foundational skills
2.RF.3a  Distinguish long and short vowels when reading 
regularly spelled one-syllable words.

Writing
2.W.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects.
Speaking and listening
2.SL.6  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation in order to provide requested detail or 
clarification.
Language
2.L.5b  Distinguish shades of meaning among closely  
related verbs and closely related adjectives.

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com

Lesson 2 Arturo presta ayudaLesson 1  Las características físicas adecuadas

Returning to the book
Provide multiple opportunities for the students to reread 
and interact with the book – with teacher support, with 
a partner, and independently. Choose activities that are 
appropriate for your students.

Developing fluency
Students could work in small groups and read a chapter 
each. Encourage the students to read fluently and attend 
to the punctuation. Say: Asegúrense de hacer las pausas en los 
lugares correctos de modo que sus compañeros puedan entender la 
información que están leyendo.

Word work 
Phonics
Review the “Reglas de acentuación de las palabras llanas”.  
Say: Las palabras llanas son aquellas en las cuales la anteúltima 
sílaba es tónica (lleva el golpe de voz). Estas palabras llevan “tilde” 
cuando terminan en una letra que no sea vocal, ni  “–n”, ni  
“–s”. Write the words néctar and espinas on the board and 
underline the syllables where these words have the accent. 
Use them to show examples of when to add “tilde” to these 
words. Ask students to find other “palabras llanas” in the 
text (e.g. difícil, hoja, cuello, animales, olfato, hormigas, largo, 
delgado). Explain why they have or do not have a “tilde”.

Exploring words
Refer students back to the list of words made during the 
Vocabulary building section. Ask students to look through 
the book to find words that aren’t on the list. Write these 
next to the original list and talk about the meaning of each 
word. Ask: ¿Qué palabras nuevas has aprendido al leer este libro? 
¿Qué palabras de nuestra lista no estaban en el libro? ¿Por qué? ¿En 
que era nuestra lista diferente de las palabras que usó la autora.

Writing
Students could write about an animal they know and  
the body parts it uses to help it get the food it needs. 
For example, you could say: ¿Qué es lo que tiene un león que 
lo ayuda a obtener alimento? ¿Qué partes del cuerpo lo ayudan a 
romper la carne en pedazos?

Sharing and presenting
Students could illustrate their writing and share it with  
the group.

Before reading

Getting ready to read
Support the students in activating their prior knowledge. 
Ask what the students know about anteaters. If necessary, 
read the section on anteaters in Las características físicas 
adecuadas (pages 16 and 17). Say: Los osos hormigueros comen 
hormigas. ¿Qué podría suceder si los osos hormigueros dejaran de 
comer hormigas? Students could talk about this.

Vocabulary building
Write a list of content words on a chart (oso hormiguero, 
lengua, hormigas, jirafa, hojas, araña, chupar, muerto, animal, 
sangre, rascarse). Say: ¿Qué palabras de la lista conocen?
Talk about each word and its meaning. 

Introducing the book
Give each student a copy of Arturo presta ayuda and have them 
read the title. Ask students to read the contents page and 
discuss what they know about Arturo (e.g. es un oso hormiguero, 
atraviesa un mal momento, no tiene amigos, etc). Have the students 
look through the book. Say: ¿Qué más saben acerca de Arturo? 
Turn to pages 14 and 15. ¿Qué intenta hacer Arturo?

During reading
Ask each student to read the text independently. Monitor 
the students as they read and support them where 
appropriate. If necessary, remind them to use the reading 
strategies you are focused on. For example, check that 
students are using word parts and syllables to decode. Do 
they scan words to check for parts they know? Are they 
using what they know about compound words, affixes, and 
root words? Ask: ¿Qué hiciste para descubrir esa palabra? ¿Qué 
parte de la palabra miraste para ayudarte a descubrirla?

Inventemos un animal

Por ejemplo: este panda imaginario tiene alas para volar en las alturas y una larga cola 
para colgarse de arriba abajo. Estas partes del cuerpo lo ayudan a encontrar más hojas 
para comer.

Qué hacer: 
1. Pensar y hablar Inventen un animal imaginario que tenga  
las “características físicas adecuadas”. Asegúrense de que  
su animal tenga las partes del cuerpo adecuadas para obtener  
los alimentos que necesita. 
2. Hacer Usen plastilina para hacer un modelo de su animal imaginario. 
3.  Explicar Escriban una descripción para explicar qué alimentos come  

su animal y qué partes del cuerpo lo ayudan a hacer esto.
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Experience The Power of the Pair® with a Fresh Perspective!

Fluent Plus Stage – Advanced Fluent Stage | GRL: N–V / DRA: 30–50

...and extend students’ thinking with 
Perspectivas—additional takes on 
the issues introduced in the  
paired texts.

Beginning with the Fluent Plus stage,  
we continue our award-winning  
formula of pairing a narrative text with 
an informational text, both connected  
by the same big idea,...

The Power of the Pair®

Perspectivas contain short texts in a 
magazine-style format and include posters, 
arguments, discussions, letters, and  
visual images.

Paired texts introduce students to critical content-
area concepts with entertaining stories and related 
informational background.
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Gain a Fresh Perspective!

Fluent Plus Stage – Advanced Fluent Stage | GRL: N–V / DRA: 30–50

Concept Sets Build 
Understanding of 
Key Issues Paired, leveled texts partner with 

Perspectivas collections to 
build and extend students’ 

understanding of timely 
concepts.

Through the teaching and 
learning model embedded in 
the Lesson Plans, students build a 
metacognitive understanding of their 
own learning process.

issue: 
What is Treasure?
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Perspectivas Lesson Plan Sequence
•  Inquiry

•  Independent Partner Work
•  Thinking and Talking Circles

•  Reading Closely
•  Writing a Persuasive Argument

NarrativeHistorical Recount

Persuasive

Paired Text Lesson Plan Sequence
•  Exploring Vocabulary

•  Establishing Strategy Focus
•  Reading with Teacher Support

•  Working with a Partner
•  Quick Writing

•  Talk About the Book
•  Vocabulary Reflection

•  Strategy Reflection
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Experience The Power of the Pair® with a Fresh Perspective!

Lesson Plan Cards  
include Before-, During-, and 
After- Reading guidance for each 
book, plus synthesizing activities 
that reinforce the key concepts  
of each pair.

Informational texts 
present the big ideas 
around a concept. They go 
beyond readers’ personal 
experiences and include a 
range of features including 
primary sources that 
support the text.

Narrative texts reflect 
the big ideas through their 
characters and plots. They 
feature plots with subplots, 
non-sequential treatment of 
time, and a range of literary 
devices. 

Perspectivas Lesson 
Plans help you engage 
and support students in 
critical discussions, assist 
them in recognizing different 
points of view, and write 
persuasively from their own 
perspective.

Perspectivas 
contain short texts in a 
magazine-style format 
and include posters, 
arguments, discussions, 
letters, and visual 
images.

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

• Support sustained reading with  
 chapter books

•  Increase the use of more 
specialized and technical 
language

• Use literary language

•  Encourage drawing inferences 
from the text.

Perspectivas Texts  
at This Stage:

• Present issues related to the  
 paired texts

•  Introduce the thinking and talking 
circle to promote deep discussion 

• Promote close reading.   

Fluent Plus Stage | GRL: N, O, P / DRA: 30, 34, 38

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com
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Fluent Plus Stage | GRL: N, O, P / DRA: 30, 34, 38

Guided Reading Levels N–P / DRA Levels 30–38

COMPLETE STAGE..........................................................................................................................OK DHFP7019 ...........$2,760
•  216 Student Books (6 copies each of 36 titles) •  18 Perspectivas Books Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each title)
•  18 Paired-Text Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each pair of titles) •  108 Take-Home Books (6 copies each of 18 titles)
•  108 Perspectivas Books (6 copies each of 18 titles) •  3 Storage Boxes

COMPLETE PRINT + DIGITAL STAGE .......................................................................................OD DHFP7019 .......... $3,310

EIGHTEEN-PACKS (Six copies of each Paired Text and Perspectivas title, plus two Lesson Plan Cards)

Guided Reading Level N / DRA Level 30
Salamandras asombrosas / Salamandra sorpresa / Tener una mascota...............................................OK DHFP7010-18 ............$144
Locura por el maíz / El gran invento de maíz / Los alimentos .............................................................OK DHFP7030-18 ............$144
Rescate de alimentos / El rey del despilfarro / ¡Dejemos de desperdiciar comida! ..............................OK DHFP7050-18 ............$144
Salvar a los lobos salvajes / El secreto del lobo / El lobo malvado ......................................................OK DHFP7070-18 ............$144
Hallazgos famosos / La tumba perdida / ¿Qué es un tesoro? ............................................................OK DHFP7250-18 ............$144
Trabajos en la naturaleza / Los Bienhechor salen de campamento / Vida salvaje en la ciudad ............OK DHFP7270-18 ............$144

Guided Reading Level O / DRA Level 34
Veneno mortal: ¿mata o cura? / La princesa obstinada / Animales peligrosos ....................................OK DHFP7090-18 ............$144
Montando olas / ¡Caída espectacular! / Ser valiente ..........................................................................OK DHFP7110-18 ............$144
El problema del agua / Ming salva al pueblo / El agua .......................................................................OK DHFP7130-18 ............$144
Las estaciones en el bosque de algas / La cueva de Los Truenos / El planeta Océano .........................OK DHFP7150-18 ............$144
Las alertas de la naturaleza / ¡Que vuelvan las ranas! / Animalitos ...................................................OK DHFP7290-18 ............$144
Dragones / Cuentos de dragones / Cuentos que dan miedo ................................................................OK DHFP7310-18 ............$144

Guided Reading Level P / DRA Level 38
Increíbles casas subterráneas / Las cuevas naturales / Los lugares donde vivimos...............................OK DHFP7170-18 ............$144
Incendios forestales / Una elección difícil / El fuego ............................................................................OK DHFP7190-18 ............$144
Debemos proteger los bosques vírgenes / Los árboles de Dan / Los árboles ........................................OK DHFP7210-18 ............$144
Bajo el hielo / La profesora Valdor y el láser gigante / Fijar metas ......................................................OK DHFP7230-18 ............$144
La plaga del plástico / El desafío sin-plástico / El plástico ....................................................................OK DHFP7330-18 ............$144
Viento eléctrico / La maravillosa Maddie / Tener una mente no cuadriculada ......................................OK DHFP7350-18 ............$144

OTHER PACKAGES

Fluent Plus Library (one copy of each title) ................................................................................ OK DHFP7019-AOS .......$260
Fluent Plus Perspectivas Library (one copy of each title) .............................................................. OK DHFP7019-PAOS .....$130
Fluent Plus Lesson Plan Set (one copy of each lesson plan) ......................................................... OK DHFP7019-AOLP......$140
Fluent Plus Perspectivas Lesson Plan Set (one copy of each lesson plan) ........................................ OK DHFP7019-PAOLP ....$105
Intro-Pack (6 sets of paired-text four-packs with full instructional support)* .................................... OK DHFP7019-ST ...........$525

List Price: 
$2,898

*At Fluent Plus, your Intro-Pack will include 6-packs of 4 paired texts with Lesson Plan Cards, plus 4 Perspectivas texts in 6-packs with a Lesson Plan Card for each.
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Advanced Fluent Stage | GRL: Q, R, S / DRA: 40

Experience The Power of the Pair® with a Fresh Perspective!

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

•  Support sustained reading with  
chapter books

•  Increase the use of more 
specialized and technical 
language

• Use literary language

•  Encourage drawing inferences  
from the text.

Perspectivas Texts  
at This Stage:

•  Present issues related to the  
paired texts

•  Introduce the thinking and talking 
circle to promote deep discussion 

•  Promote close reading.

Lesson Plans for the pair 
encourage higher-level thinking 
and provide opportunities for 
students to write in response 
both to the text and to their 
collaborative conversations.

Informational texts 
present the big ideas 
around a concept. They go 
beyond readers’ personal 
experiences and include a 
range of features including 
primary sources that  
support the text.

Narrative texts reflect 
the big ideas through their 
characters and plots. They 
feature plots with subplots, 
non-sequential treatment of 
time, and a range of literary 
devices. 

Perspectivas Lesson 
Plans help you engage 
and support students in 
critical discussions, assist 
them in recognizing different 
points of view, and write 
persuasively from their own 
perspective.

Perspectivas 
contain short texts in a 
magazine-style format 
and include posters, 
arguments, discussions, 
letters, and visual 
images.

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com



Advanced Fluent Stage | GRL: Q, R, S / DRA: 40

29Request a free sample or download our catalog at myokapi.com

Gain a Fresh Perspective!

Guided Reading Levels Q–S / DRA Level 40

COMPLETE STAGE..............................................................................................OK DHAF8020 ............$1,975
•  144 Student Books (6 copies each of 24 titles)
•  12 Paired-Text Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each pair of titles)
•  72 Perspectivas Books (6 copies each of 12 titles)
•  12 Perspectivas Books Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each title)
•  2 Storage Boxes

COMPLETE PRINT + DIGITAL STAGE ...........................................................OD DHAF8020 ..........$2,525

EIGHTEEN-PACKS (Six copies of each Paired Text and Perspectivas title, plus two Lesson Plan Cards)

Guided Reading Level Q / DRA Level 40
¿Cómo se hace un campeón? / Como pez en el agua / Deportes competitivos ......OK DHAF8010-18 ............$162
HeroRATs: Ratas heroínas / Una ratita inteligente / Animales que trabajan .............OK DHAF8030-18 ............$162
Tras la escena del zoológico / Tan lejos de casa / Animales en cautiverio ................OK DHAF8130-18 ............$162
¡Llévame a la escuela! / Escalera al cielo / La educación .......................................OK DHAF8150-18 ............$162

Guided Reading Level R / DRA Level 40
Los primeros visitantes / Odiseo y el Cíclope / Aventuras arriesgadas ...................OK DHAF8050-18 ............$162
Polio: Una enfermedad aterradora / ¡A bailar! / Prevenir enfermedades ................OK DHAF8070-18 ............$162
El majestuoso río Mississippi / El niño y el río / Compartir el río ..............................OK DHAF8170-18 ............$162
¿Cuál es la atracción? / Rescate en el Cañón Azul / Destinos de vacaciones ..........OK DHAF8190-18 ............$162

Guided Reading Level S / DRA Level 40
Nuestra Tierra activa / Nace un géiser / Vivir en lugares peligrosos .........................OK DHAF8090-18 ............$162
Energía limpia / Sobreviviente del terremoto / El impacto del cambio climático ......OK DHAF8110-18 ............$162
Proteger al pueblo flechero / ¡Intrusos! / Pueblos no contactados ..........................OK DHAF8210-18 ............$162
Explorar el espacio / Rescate en el mar / Explorar el espacio: ¿Sirve de algo? .......OK DHAF8230-18 ............$162

OTHER PACKAGES

Advanced Fluent Q-S Library (one copy of each title) ...........................................OK DHAF8020-AOS .......$186
Advanced Fluent Q-S Perspectivas Library (one copy of each title) .........................OK DHAF8020-PAOS .....$105
Advanced Fluent Q-S Lesson Plan Set (one copy of each lesson plan) ....................OK DHAF8020-AOLP ........ $93
Advanced Fluent Q-S Perspectivas Lesson Plan Set (one copy of each lesson plan)...OK DHAF8020-PAOLP ...... $93
Intro-Pack (6 sets of paired-text four-packs with full instructional support)* ............OK DHAF8000-ST ...........$485

List Price: $2,074

* At Advanced Fluent Q-S, your Intro-Pack will include 6-packs of 3 paired texts with Lesson Plan Cards, plus 3 Perspectivas texts in 
6-packs with a Lesson Plan Card for each.
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Advanced Fluent Stage | GRL: T, U, V / DRA: 50

Experience The Power of the Pair® with a Fresh Perspective!

Lesson Plans for the pair 
encourage higher-level thinking 
and provide opportunities for 
students to write in response 
both to the text and to their 
collaborative conversations.

Informational texts 
present the big ideas 
around a concept. They go 
beyond readers’ personal 
experiences and include a 
range of features including 
primary sources that 
support the text.

Narrative texts reflect 
the big ideas through their 
characters and plots. They 
feature plots with subplots, 
non-sequential treatment of 
time, and a range of literary 
devices. 

Perspectivas Lesson 
Plans help you engage 
and support students in 
critical discussions, assist 
them in recognizing different 
points of view, and write 
persuasively from their own 
perspective.

Perspectivas 
contains short texts in a 
magazine-style format 
and include posters, 
arguments, discussions, 
letters, and visual 
images.

Paired, Connected Texts 
at This Stage:

• Motivate readers with rich content

• Support active engagement  
 in reading

• Integrate reading, writing,  
 listening, and speaking

• Stimulate critical thinking through  
 reading closely.

Perspectivas Texts  
at This Stage:

• Provide essential questions to  
 promote purposeful reading

• Promote recognizing different  
 points of view

• Include a variety of short,  
 authentic texts

• Encourage collaborative  
 conversations

• Extend learning through  
 performance tasks.

See more at: despegando-hacia-la-lectura.com
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Advanced Fluent Stage | GRL: T, U, V / DRA: 50

Gain a Fresh Perspective!

Guided Reading Levels T–V / DRA Level 50

COMPLETE STAGE............................................................................................................OK DHAF9020 ..........$1,975
•  144 Student Books (6 copies each of 24 titles)
•  12 Paired-Text Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each pair of titles)
•  72 Perspectivas Books (6 copies each of 12 titles)
•  12 Perspectivas Books Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each title)
•  2 Storage Boxes

COMPLETE PRINT + DIGITAL STAGE .........................................................................OD DHAF9020 .........$2,525

EIGHTEEN-PACKS (Six copies of each Paired Text and Perspectivas title, plus two Lesson Plan Cards)

Guided Reading Level T / DRA Level 50
Animales en peligro: El orangután / La jornada de Ahmad / Las selvas tropicales desaparecen ......OK DHAF9010-18...........$162
Descubrir el mundo perdido / La exploración de las islas Galápagos / Maravillas naturales ........OK DHAF9030-18...........$162
Alianzas entre animales / Recolectores de miel / Convivencia ...............................................OK DHAF9130-18...........$162
Restaurar los arrecifes de coral / Corales coloridos / Ecosistemas en problemas ....................OK DHAF9150-18...........$162

Guided Reading Level U / DRA Level 50
La lucha por los derechos de los niños / Un dólar por día / Los niños y el trabajo ...............OK DHAF9050-18...........$162
¡La cámara no miente! / El notición / En la mira .................................................................OK DHAF9070-18...........$162
Liderar el camino / Un líder improbable / ¿Qué hace a un líder? ..........................................OK DHAF9170-18...........$162
Vivir con robots / Milo y los robots / Robots .........................................................................OK DHAF9190-18...........$162

Guided Reading Level V / DRA Level 50
La vida en los climas extremos / En el desierto / Convivir con el clima .................................OK DHAF9090-18...........$162
El misterio de las pirámides / Rey por una semana / Tesoros arqueológicos ..........................OK DHAF9110-18...........$162
Internet y privacidad / ¡Etiquetado! / La vigilancia a cada paso ...........................................OK DHAF9210-18...........$162
Regresar de la extinción / El regreso del mamut lanudo / Extinto por siempre ......................OK DHAF9230-18...........$162

OTHER PACKAGES

Advanced Fluent T-V Library (one copy of each title) ...............................................................OK DHAF9020-AOS .....$ 186
Advanced Fluent T-V Perspectivas Library (one copy of each title) ......................................OK DHAF9020-PAOS ....$105
Advanced Fluent T-V Lesson Plan Set (one copy of each lesson plan) .................................OK DHAF9020-AOLP ......$93
Advanced Fluent T-V Perspectivas Lesson Plan Set (one copy of each lesson plan) ...............OK DHAF9020-PAOLP .....$93
Intro-Pack (6 sets of paired-text four-packs with full instructional support)* ........................OK DHAF9000-ST ..........$485

List Price: $2,074

* At Advanced Fluent T-V, your Intro-Pack will include 6-packs of 3 paired texts with Lesson Plan Cards, plus 3 Perspectivas texts in 
6-packs with a Lesson Plan Card for each.
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Reading Development Across Stages

Early Emergent Levels A–B

The students will be able to:
★ Search the pictures in order to talk  

about the text

★ React to and discuss what has been read

★ Understand the story

★ Use the pictures to problem solve  
unknown words

★ Locate where to begin and end  
the reading

★ Locate and talk about the title

★ Read word after word in sequence  
(left to right)

★ Follow return sweep

★ Recognize a pattern

★ Differentiate between a letter and  
a word

★ Match one to one using finger

★ Locate and frame known and unknown 
words

★ Use known initial letters to figure  
out words

Emergent Levels C–D

The students will be able to:
★ Demonstrate use of strategies from  

previous levels

★ Monitor their reading for what makes  
sense, sounds right, and looks right

★ Use pictures to predict and confirm  
reading

★ Recognize and use repetitive patterns  
in text

★ Notice when what they read does not  
match the text (e.g. stops, pauses,  
rereads)

★ Reread to regain meaning, structure,  
and accuracy

★ Retell and discuss the story

★ Retell information from informational text 

★ Read fluently on repeated reads 

★ Use their increasing bank of high  
frequency words when they read

★ Identify high frequency words in a  
variety of contexts

★ Use letters (initial and final) to figure  
out words

Early Levels E–F

The students will be able to:
★ Demonstrate use of strategies from  

previous levels

★ Use the text as well as the pictures to  
recall and predict the story

★ Monitor their reading for what  
makes sense

★ Confirm by checking the pictures and 
rereading

★ Read on as well as rereading to  
maintain meaning

★ Read with fluency and phrasing by  
attending to simple punctuation

★ Retell and discuss aspects of story

★ Discuss characters’ actions and feelings

★ Retell and discuss information from 
informational texts

★ Decode words by looking through  
the word

★ Use root words to figure out words  
with inflectional endings

Transitional Levels G–H

The students will be able to:
★ Demonstrate use of strategies from  

previous levels

★ Independently reread the text to  
confirm predictions and clarify  
meaning

★ Integrate meaning, structure, and  
visual information

★ Use meaning, structure, and visual 
information flexibly and consistently

★ Self-correct when the reading does  
not make sense, sound right or  
look right

★ Read fluently and with phrasing

★ Retell the story in logical sequence

★ Discuss relationships between  
characters

★ Use visual supports when reading 
informational texts

★ Support thinking by referring to  
evidence in the text

★ Use their knowledge of punctuation  
to read fluently and meaningfully

★ Search for and use chunks in words

READING DEVELOPMENT
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Reading Development Across Stages

Early Fluent Levels I–J

The students will be able to:

Fluent Levels K–M

The students will be able to:

Fluent Plus Levels N–P

The students will be able to:

Advanced Fluent Levels Q-V

The students will be able to:

READING DEVELOPMENT cont.

© 2018 Lyn Reggett and Debra Crouch

★  Demonstrate use of strategies from previous 
levels

★ Select and integrate appropriate strategies 
to make meaning (e.g. make and 
substantiate predictions, reread and read 
on, slow down)

★ Self-correct at point of error

★ Read a variety of text types with fluency and 
comprehension

★ Retell and discuss a story with significant 
details

★ Discuss aspects of story such as character, 
setting, and plot

★ Extract information from informational 
passages by using the text and graphic 
supports

★ Retell and discuss important information from 
informational texts

★ Sustain reading on longer and more 
complex texts

★ Builds meaning across a text

★ Use chapter headings to prepare for reading

★ Support opinions by referring to the text

★ Read and comprehend texts that are 
removed from their personal experiences

★ Read fluently, managing line breaks

★ Use chunks and analogy to decode words

★ Use word segmentation and syllabification 
to decode multisyllabic words

★     Demonstrate use of strategies from 
previous levels

★  Use a range of strategies to get meaning  
from text (e.g. self-correct, read on,  
reread, slow down)

★  Use text features to support reading

★  Beginning to consider genre and text  
types to anticipate and organize 
understandings and big ideas from texts

★  Identify themes in stories

★ Discuss aspects of story such as character, 
setting, and plot and how they connect

★ Extract and discuss information from 
informational passages by integrating  
the text and visual supports

★ Justify opinions by referring to text  
evidence

★ Discuss the author’s point of view

★ Read fluently, adjusting for text type

★ Use their increasing knowledge of letter 
clusters, affixes, and root and compound 
words to solve unknown words

★ Demonstrate use of strategies from  
previous levels

★ Use a range of strategies automatically  
to get meaning from text (e.g. self-correct,  
read on, reread, slow down)

★ Use a range and variety of text features  
to support reading

★ Consider genre and text types to  
anticipate and organize understandings  
and big ideas from texts

★ Identify and discuss themes in and  
across stories

★ Discuss aspects of story such as character, 
setting, and plot and how they connect

★ Extract and discuss information from 
informational passages by integrating  
the text and visual supports

★ Use text language (e.g. phrases, clauses,  
word choice…) to understand relationships 
between and among big ideas and  
concepts

★ Justify opinions by referring to text  
evidence

★ Discuss the author’s point of view and  
compare with their own

★ Read fluently, adjusting for text type

★ Use their increasing knowledge of letter 
clusters, affixes, and root and compound 
words and contextual information to solve 
unknown words

★ Demonstrate use of strategies from  
previous levels

★ Scan texts to identify key elements and 
organizational structures

★ Synthesize and discuss information within  
and across texts

★ Make judgments about the parts of a text  
that are important for the meaning

★ Evaluate and discuss the impact of the  
use of graphical devices

★ Use experience, knowledge of recurring 
themes, text structures, and language to  
make deeper meaning of text 

★ Identify and evaluate characters’ actions  
and motivation

★ Recognize and discuss critically the  
author’s point of view

★ Evaluate and discuss the impact of the  
author’s use of literary devices

★ Recognize and analyze bias,  
propaganda, and stereotyping in texts 
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Grades K–2 Research Base

The evidence behind Despegando hacia la lectura®

Despegando hacia la lectura® is based on research from the National 
Early Literacy Panel (2008) and the National Reading Panel (2000) in 
the United States, and several other major books, reports, and research 
investigations into early literacy teaching and learning. 

Significant findings are: 

➊ Key vocabulary needs to be controlled and introduced systematically. 
Helman and Burns, 2008; Hiebert and Sailors, 2009; Mesmer and Cumming, 2009; 
Mesmer, Cunningham, and Hiebert, 2012. 

➋ High-frequency words should have a high rate of repetition. 
Clay, 2002; Elley, 1989; Fry and Kress, 2006; Helman and Burns, 2008; Hiebert, Brown, 
Taitague, Fisher, and Adler, 2004. 

➌ A variety of text types enable the development of a range of reading strategies.
Derewianka, 1990; Duke and Buillman, 2009. 

➍ Text complexity should be carefully sequenced to build reading strategies.
Clay, 2002; Fountas and Pinnell, 2006. 

➎ Phonics and phonemic awareness need to be taught systematically and explicitly.
Ehri, Nunes, Stahl, and Willows, 2001; Paris, 2005; Torgerson, Brooks, and Hall, 2006. 

➏ Fluency enhances comprehension.
Pressley, Gaskins, and Fingeret, 2006; Rasinsky, 2006. 

➐ Reading and writing are linked.
Derewianka, 1990; McCarrier, Fountas, and Pinnell, 2000; Paquette, 2007. 

➑ Assessment should be ongoing and should inform instruction.
Snow and Van Hemel, 2008.

➊   Key vocabulary needs to be controlled and  
introduced systematically. 

Key vocabulary words are words of high interest in students’ 
personal lives and are words that represent familiar concepts 
and images. Key vocabulary is made up of familiar verbs, 
adjectives, and nouns common to students’ personal lives. When 
key vocabulary is controlled and placed in sentences with a 
high proportion of high-frequency words, repetition and practice 
build the reader’s confidence, which is particularly important for 
emerging bilinguals. The acquisition of key vocabulary informs 
students’ oral language and literacy development. 

What this means in Despegando hacia la lectura®: 

★ The introduction of key content vocabulary is controlled, and key 
content vocabulary is constantly revisited. 

★ The system of connected books presents the same key content 
vocabulary in different sentence structures and contexts.

➋    High-frequency words should have a high  
rate of repetition. 

Texts with the following features scaffold reading success; in 
particular: the reading success of emerging bilinguals: 

Texts with high word repetition rates. 

Texts with low ratios of unfamiliar words. 

These scaffolds will decrease the cognitive load for students 
learning to speak and read English. 
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Grades K–2 Research Base

The evidence behind Despegando hacia la lectura®

What this means in Despegando hacia la lectura®: 

★ Connected, paired books present the same high-
frequency words in different sentence structures and  
text types. 

★ There is a high repetition rate of high-frequency words 
and a low ratio of unfamiliar words. 

★ High-frequency words are gradually and systematically 
introduced and reused. 

The high-frequency words in Despegando hacia la 
lectura® are those represented by Fry’s 300 Instant 
Sight Words and are predominantly function words, 
for example, “like,” “was,” “am,” and “the.” In the 
book Me, there are 21 running words, and the high-
frequency words are repeated seven times in the book. 
At the Early Emergent Stage, the ratio of high-frequency 
words to total words is 2:3.

➌   A variety of text types enable the  
development of a range of reading strategies. 

Informational texts provide examples of reading and 
writing for authentic purposes so that students can find 
information about a topic or learn how to make or 
construct something. For some readers informational 
texts may be more engaging than narrative texts. A 
range of text types acts as a model for writing for 
different purposes and with different language features. 
The more experience students have with reading and 
learning from informational texts, and the more familiar 

they are with the purpose and features of informational 
texts, the more likely they will be effective and efficient 
readers of this text type in the future.

What this means in Despegando hacia la lectura®: 

★ A range of text types with different structures and text 
features is presented. 

★ Key vocabulary and high-frequency words within 
different text types build reading strategies for texts that 
have different purposes.

➍   Text complexity should be carefully sequenced  
to build reading strategies. 

A graded sequence of reading is important for 
scaffolding learning. Texts can be graded into 
complexity levels according to vocabulary, sentence 
structure, meaning or concept-load, conventions of print, 
or changes in language style, such as an increase in 
embedded clauses.

What this means in Despegando hacia la lectura®:

★ Despegando hacia la lectura® is sequenced into 9 
Developmental Stages and Guided Reading Levels A–V. 
The levels have been sequenced and field tested in 
schools. 

★ Reading strategies are developed and consolidated at 
each Guided Reading Level.

➎   Phonics and phonemic awareness need to be 
taught systematically and explicitly. 

A developmental schema for phonics can introduce 
beginning readers to phonemic awareness sequentially 
and enable them to gain a clear understanding of how 
sounds map to letters. 

What this means in Despegando hacia la lectura®: 

★ Phonics is viewed as one of the many important sources 
of information in the reading process. 

★ Underpinning Despegando hacia la lectura® is a 
systematic and explicit program of phonemic awareness 
and phonics. 

★ The language sequence is matched in the books to 
provide a context for learning. 

★ For the developing reader there are many opportunities 
to use phonics skills and strategies with words that are 
phonologically accessible without resorting to simplistic 
decodable books where meaning is jeopardized.

➏  Fluency enhances comprehension. 

There are three key elements of reading fluency: 
accuracy in word decoding, the ability to automatically 
recognize words, and appropriate use of meaningful 
oral expression while reading. These three components 
comprise a gateway to comprehension. 
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What this means in Despegando hacia la lectura®:

★ The ability to recognize words accurately and 
rapidly, and to group words in meaningful phrases, is 
emphasized throughout. 

★ Many opportunities for oral reading are provided. 
Lesson Plans include re-reading of books to improve 
word identification skills and comprehension. 

★ Inexpensive Take-Home Books provide further 
opportunities for students to read a familiar text 
independently. Students should keep these books and 
build their own home library of familiar texts that they 
can read and re-read.

➐  Reading and writing are linked. 

Writing encourages students to match the spoken word 
and the written word. In writing, students interact with 
words and word order in context. Books offer good 
models for writing. Analyzing how authors use various 
qualities of good writing, or the six traits approach 
(ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence 
fluency, and conventions), can encourage students 
to model their stories after the experts (Paquette, 
2007). Using different text types, such as personal 
narrative, procedure, report, narrative, argument, and 
explanation, encourages students to use these text types 
in their writing. 

What this means in Despegando hacia la lectura®:

★ The presentation of a range of text types and the 
pairing of informational and narrative books provide 
models of writing for the reader. 

★ Each pair of books is supported by a comprehensive 
Lesson Plan, which includes writing as an integral part 
of the lesson.

➑   Assessment should be ongoing and should  
inform instruction. 

There is a need for assessment, which has classroom 
validity, to provide information for instruction. Formative 
assessment, as opposed to fragmented assessment 
items, includes the use of Running Records of Reading 
(Clay 2002) where teachers analyze students’ early 
reading using forms of miscue analysis or running 
records of books read by students. The use of valid 
assessment in literacy has the potential to provide 
both information for accountability, and to provide 
information for teaching. In classrooms with very diverse 
learners, teachers are constantly checking for students 
who understand the moment-to-moment activities. 
Teachers make judgments based on observation, note-
taking, questioning, and scaffolding. Teachers observe 
students’ learning and plan for what the students are 
ready to learn. 

What this means in Despegando hacia la lectura®:

★ Ongoing assessment forms part of the teaching 
sequence. 

★ Each Lesson Plan identifies a reading strategy as a 
focus for an individual book and provides monitoring 
points to alert the teacher to observe how each student 
is using the selected strategy.

★ A full range of reading strategies for each 
developmental stage is covered. 

★ Assessment checklists are available with the program.

In conclusion, according to Sailors, Hoffman, and 
Condon (2009), the framework of well-designed, 
appropriately leveled texts is characterized by three 
major factors: 

★ instructional design 

★ engaging qualities 

★ accessibility. 

Instructional design in programs for beginning readers 
provides for repeated exposure to high-frequency 
words, which leads to ease of word recognition. 
Another underlying instructional design principle is 
repeated exposure to common word families, such as 
ay and ook, that build developmentally from common 
letter–sound relationships to the less common, less 
regular, and more complex letter–sound relationships. 

Engaging qualities include the content, the language, 
and the design. The content stimulates the reader to 
think about issues and may also evoke strong emotion. 
The language needs to be clear and the vocabulary 
appropriate, and, where possible, easy and fun to read 
aloud. According to Sailors, Hoffman, and Condon 
(2009), the design of the text needs to be aesthetically 
pleasing in terms of layout, format, and the use of line, 
color, shape, and texture. The design extends and 
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supports the reader to comprehend the story or the 
information in the book. 

The accessibility of the text is tied to three factors: 
ability to decode, predictability, and format. 
Although many of the words may be decodable 
and predictable, there needs to be an element of 
challenge and engagement when meeting familiar 
words in a new context. Well-designed leveled texts 

should be highly engaging, highly accessible, as well 
as high in instructional design. 

The framework of Despegando hacia la lectura® 
has been developed to meet all the foregoing criteria 
related to instructional design, engaging qualities, 
and accessibility, and to maximize the learning 
experience of beginning readers in highly  
motivating contexts.

For Susan Hill's complete white paper,  
Research Base to Flying Start to Literacy™, 
which includes Grades 3–5 and shared reading, 
go to: https://bit.ly/3kKtVwr or scan here!

WINNER!
Association of Educational Publishers  

Distinguished Achievement Award

“ This is a reading program that will be very interesting 
to students and very manageable to teachers. The 
very specific lesson plans, including strategies, 
phonics elements, etc. will make it easy to facilitate. 
The program seems easy to use and stays true to 
the stated objective. The lesson plans are nicely 
structured and the modular approach is convenient.”                          

—AEP JUDGES PANEL
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Boxed Classroom Sets

Despegando Shared Reading™

★ 18 Big Books (1 each of 18 titles)
★ 108 Matching Small Books (6 each of 18 titles)
★ 18 Lesson Plan Cards (1 each of 18 cards)
★ 18 Vocabulary Starters (1 for each title)
★ 12 Reading Pens
★ 3 Program Overview Guides

Print Only: OK DHSR1300 $1,628 / $1,550

Print + Digital: OD DHSR1300 $2,250

Emergent Reading Stage

GRL:  C, D / DRA: 3, 4, 6

★ 240 Student Books (6 copies each of 40 titles)
★ 20 Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each pair of titles)
★ 120 Take-Home Books (6 copies each of 20 titles)
★ 2 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHEM2000 $1,722 / $1,640

Print + Digital: OD DHEM2000 $2,190

Early Reading Stage

GRL:  E, F / DRA: 8, 10

★ 240 Student Books (6 copies each of 40 titles)
★ 20 Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each pair of titles)
★ 120 Take-Home Books (6 copies each of 20 titles)
★ 2 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHEA3000 $1,722 / $1,640

Print + Digital: OD DHEA3000 $2,190

Transitional Reading Stage

GRL:  G, H / DRA: 12, 14

★ 240 Paired Text Student Books (6 copies each of 40 titles)
★ 20 Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each pair of titles)
★ 120 Take-Home Books (6 copies each of 20 titles)
★ 2 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHTR4000 $1,722 / $1,640

Print + Digital: OD DHTR4000 $2,190

Early Fluent Reading Stage

GRL:  I, J / DRA: 16, 18

★ 240 Student Books (6 copies each of 40 titles)
★ 20 Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each pair of titles)
★ 120 Take-Home Books (6 copies each of 20 titles)
★ 2 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHEF5000 $2,027 / $1,930

Print + Digital: OD DHEF5000 $2,480

Early Emergent Reading Stage

GRL:  A, B / DRA: 1, 2

★ 288 Student Books (6 copies each of 48 titles)
★ 24 Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each pair of titles)
★ 24 Vocabulary Starters (1 for each pair of titles)
★ 144 Take-Home Books (6 copies each of 24 titles)
★ 2 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHEE1018 $2,284 / $2,175

Print + Digital: OD DHEE1018 $2,725
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Fluent Reading Stage

GRL:  K, L, M / DRA: 20, 24, 28

★ 288 Student Books (6 copies each of 48 titles)
★ 24 Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each of pair of titles)
★ 144 Take-Home Books (6 copies each of 24 titles)
★ 2 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHFL6000 $2,426  / $2,310 

Print + Digital: OD DHFL6000 $2,860

Advanced Fluent T–V Reading Stage

GRL:  T, U, V / DRA: 50

★ 144 Student Books (6 copies each of 24 titles)
★ 12 Paired-Text Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each of pair of titles)
★ 72 Perspectivas Books (6 copies each of 12 titles)
★ 12 Perspectivas Books Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each title)
★ 2 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHAF9020 $2,074 / $1,975

Print + Digital: OD DHAF9020 $2,525

★ 2040 Paired-Text Student 
Books (6 copies each of 
340 titles)

★ 252 Perspectivas Texts  
(6 copies each of 42 titles)

★ 170 Paired-Text Lesson Plan 
Cards (1 for each pair of 
titles)

★ 42 Perspectivas Lesson Plan 
Cards (1 for each title)

★ 876 Take-Home Books  
(6 copies each of 146 titles)

★ 24 Vocabulary Starters

★ 19 Storage Boxes

Without Despegando Shared Reading

Print Only: OK DHAVK520-NOSR  $17,666 / $16,825  |  Print + Digital: OD DHAVK520-NOSR  $21,775

With Despegando Shared Reading

Print Only: OK DHAVK520 $19,714 / $18,755  |  Print + Digital: OD DHAVK520 $24,425

Complete Resource GRL:  A - V / DRA: 1 - 50

Advanced Fluent Q–S Reading Stage

GRL:  Q, R, S / DRA: 40

★ 144 Student Books (6 copies each of 24 titles)
★ 12 Paired-Text Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each of pair of titles)
★ 72 Perspectivas Books (6 copies each of 12 titles)
★ 12 Perspectivas Books Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each title)
★ 2 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHAF8020 $2,074 / $1,975

Print + Digital: OD DHAF8020 $2,525

Fluent Plus Reading Stage

GRL:  N. O, P / DRA: 30, 34, 38

★ 216 Student Books (6 copies each of 36 titles)
★ 18 Paired-Text Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each of pair of titles)
★ 108 Perspectivas Books (6 copies each of 18 titles)
★ 18 Perspectivas Books Lesson Plan Cards (1 for each title)
★ 108 Take-Home Books (6 copies each of 18 titles)
★ 3 Storage Boxes

Print Only: OK DHFP7019 $2,898  / $2,760 

Print + Digital: OD DHFP7019 $3,310 
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Flying Start to Literacy® is a comprehensive English literacy resource 
that can be fully implemented as a stand-alone literacy program. 
Carefully crafted with meticulous attention paid to the unique issues 
relating to phonics and phonemic awareness for English-language 
learners, it reflects the core structure of the English language.

Combine all nine stages plus shared reading with their Spanish 
language counterparts from the award-winning Despegando hacia la 
lectura® for rigorous and equitable dual-language instruction.

Flying Start to Literacy®

Experience The Power of the Pair® in English!

See more and request your free sample at flying-start-to-literacy.com
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